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al | ; after having made the moſt 'petulant - 8 


Inſult on all the © venerable Names of Ant: 

8 quity, has now) thought fit to uſe the ſame | 
| Freedom with the moſt reſpectable one among 

. _ the Moderns. But fare it ic c Fit of Glory, + I 
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Abo from ſome Quarters, is Prajſe and Re- | 
putation. To elevate and ſurprize, appears 
do be the favourite Plan of the Author, we 
"or 5 And to obtain the former 
* he picks out the moſt ſhining Charac- 
„ —_ his Frontiſpiece: This Work is an : 
x Enquiry into the Fathers; that, an Exami- 
| r Thus 
mmoch for Elevation of the Subject: And for 
Wo _ the Surprize; ROY ne 
>: new, and a Departure every where 
8 z from ſober Senſe, ſound Learning, and the 5 
. Seutitdents and Judgments of other Men. If 
this is not the true Art of writing, it is cer- 
tainly that of circulating Books, and inviting 
Cuſtomers from every Warter. It muſt 
ſtrangely awaken and delight the Curioſity 
gf the Infidel, to be eee => oy 
Page, that the Hiſtory of the 3 
the — material Particulars, is altogether a 
Jeſt; a Work, not of Truth, but Imagination 
and moral Inſtruction: And the Account of 
/ © ..the Creation and Fall of Man no more, than 
2 mere Fable on which no Superſtructure 
N of Reaſoning can be built, and from which 
no ſolid Concluſion, even in Favour of the 
"The playing with great Characters ever wks, 


I . : | | and 


4 
$ V+ 

3 - 
* 


«Y "EL * 25 ah * WA 


. 


; EF 


— a Ee 


A 71 * 5 
* LE 4p 7 37 D 
r 


* * 4 
bs FLEA i 


88 


„ 


„6c os ob 2 "I 
* 
* mT. 


% 


RR ig "tha? 
nnn. 
ol Readers, ho may find' their ſeveral, Ag 
counts in ſinking thoſe. Characters to the IL. 
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e te Matter of juſt Wonder, 7 
4 Work, ſo often and ſo long exhibited to 
the Publick, and hitherto received with all 
the Marks of Approbation and Eſteem, 
ſnould now meet with a contemptuous and 
bitter Cenſurer, in the Perſon. of our Exami- 
ner. He himſelf is aware of it, and offers 
his Reaſon for it. What is it? He had not 
ſeen the Diſcourſes, till now; and read them 


now, rather in Compliance with others, than 


his own Inclinations. And it was well for 
the Biſhop; he did not enter upon this Taſk 


ſooner; otherwiſe he had not ſo eaſily ſlid 


into Reputation; ſince theſe Animadverſions 
would probably have appeared much earlier. 


But why all this Neglect? Was the Author 


below his Notice? Or the Subject? Neither: 
He allows the Importance of the one, and the 


Capacity of the other to adorn it. Strange 

that the moſt prevailing Reaſon with others 

for reading a. Book, ſhould be with him 

1 not doing it. * 
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ing ſom them all ot perhaps there wes 
 - more Danger from modern Divines; but then 
| # vm only the Bag bes er Tine,” = 
ih from what follows? - — he had, 
2 , 25 his Mind « We. 

9 ran le on bi ley and Walle we 
Time, to inquire, t y modern D 
© vine had | Wy written about it. 
the Peruſal of this Work; 1 
Frepoſſefion; he condemns, 1 he : 
„e ae before be reads; And then it is 
10 Wonder, be found this aphal Work of | 
ae eee of Reaſoning peculiar to ' 
bimſelf, ever ſubtile end refined, yet never con- 
Dining; amd proper ratber as . 2 
eee the Notion of Prophecy; and to 
| attiuſe, rather than infiruts an inquiſitive Rea- 
A: He might with more Juſtice have faid; 
—_ be owed to hr upon Wars, ” 
- wa 


ta juſtify. his Spipigions of 2 


fs: 
dic by Racks tad Tortues 


; Condemnation, For what elſe is the 


> She 


Treatmeat in his Note, on the Omifſion of 


a ſhort Preface in the two laſt Editions, which 


had appeared in the three foregoing? This 


wuſt, it ſeems, needs afford Matter of Spe- 


_ culation, Well, what is it? The Biſhop 
muſt have dropt it, becauſe, it gave an Aer 
not obs 1 Deſign of his Work, which 
appeared inconſiſtent with the Evangeliſts 
Method of eiting Prophecies. But this Of- 
Fence, /tho' 8 a: far as it was | 


_ given by the Preface, remains fiill in its full 


the the Diſcaurſes. Why 
ku Hei He; BL 


and yet leave it in full Force in the Body of 
the Work, without the leaſt Softening, Guard, 
or Alteration? It is utterly incredible in a 


have put upon us ſuch a | Reaſon, for 
throwing this Preface out of Si 
Withdraw the Preface on Account of Offence, 


Man of common Senſe; much more in a 


a tor 


Man of Capacity and Art. But this is the 


ing the Preface. Sure he has forgot the auk- 
ward | Compliment, E hie 


and drefling a Subject, or be could never 
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\-  Titeril Scheme of Propheey ; but that Author 
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It nquiry, git Withour 175 againſt „ 
imagine | id tes wt ee DUEL, 

ae free by being rude ; and affurne the Pri- 
_ Vilege of ſceing father into Things than other 
People, by ſceing, what no one in his ſober | 
Senſes can poſſibly ſee, or be aware of, © 1 
have not the Honour to be in the Secrets of 
the Author of the Diſcourſes, and therefore 
ſhall not preſume to thruſt myſelf into his 
Thoughts 1 Inteptions: But one Reaſon 
for the Omiſſion in Queſtion, if it was not 
owing to mere Accident, I think, may be 
fairly. drawn from the Biſhop's own Works, 
and neither offends againſt' Modeſty or Can- 
dour, He tells us in a ſhort Advertiſement 
| before his Appendix, that it was 
drawn up in ©Anfwer to the Author of the 


: being dead, he has now conſidered the Objecti- 
| WC Bol wy ks? but as common to all, who call 
in Queſtion, or are offended with the gent 
ok the Fall, as recorded by Moſes.” The 

\ Diſcourſes on Prophecy likewiſe were at firft 
intended and compoſed with à View to à parti- 
cular Author; and the Preface contains ſome 
FStrictures on the fallacious Way, in which he 
confidered ſingle and detached Paſſages: It is 
natural to imagine, that the ſame Cohſidera- 
ton, e ae his Lordſhip to VE the 
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Prefate in the later Editions. The reſt of 
the Ribaldry of this Note may ſhew the Bold- 
Writer: It is as inconſiſtent with Truth, as 


—— Proof of — 


as there are Prophecies: And next 


eee WY” OO ING” 1 I I GI TT OE 


FD: * * 9 * * — 
WI We « , G * 4 5 
k * 
* . 
/ * 


— JUROR 
kim alſo to do ſo in the other, in Order to 


male both Works more general and uſeful; | 


out the 


and that this was the Cauſe of leaving 


good Manners: To repeat Slander and 2 
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An Infidel writer had, wich ore Shrewd- 


the wy of Prophecies: This ſingle Support 
he weakens, by ſplitting it into as many | 


to knock them all away ſucceſſively one 
another. He has been anſwered in his own 
Way; the Wickedneſs of the Deſign has 


been expoſed; the Weakneſs of the Means 


has been ſhewn; and particular Texts have 
been vindicated and cleared. Such Writers 
are perhaps with no great Difficulty anſwered; 
but they are not ſo eaſily ſilenced: There 
** fal be Room for Chicane and E 
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Sea, that winding River; cavils at this Part 


of a Diſpenſation, that fingle Paſſage; becauſe - 
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but may prate on, without Genius, without. 
| Knowledge, without: Ends. Ehe Freethink« | 


er of our Age is the little Fly on the Pillar, 
who complains'!of the Incqualities and Jut« 


tings of the Surface, which a larger Eye diG- 


cerns to be the Beauty of the Building. He 
does in the Works of Providence, what mi- 
nute Artiſts do in thoſe of Creation; objects 
to this enormous Mountain, this 


he has not Capacity or Inclination to ſee, what 
others admire, the Subſerviency of each Part 


the material, intellectual and moral World. 
The learned Author therefore of the DiC 
courſes on the: Uſe and Intent of Scripture 
Prophecy, takes a comprehenſive View of 
the ſucceſſive Predictions and Inſtitutions rela 
tive to Chriſt, exhibits: them in a juſt Series 
{emo ee and then founds the 

en Argument from Prophecy on 
the Lights each throws on the other from the 
Beginning to the End, till they conſpire. to 
. — hin 
ſtood; as . muſt force force Conſent, or ſilence 
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to the Perfection of one amazing Syſtem, in 
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what: Juſtice: this is done, we are to ſee in 


the Proceſ of. this Argument : In Which 1 
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That there is held forth to'us in Scripture 
ſuck a Series and Chain of Chriſtian 
cy, as is aſſerted, and that it reaches to he 
Leg of Things. 


r nen. af» 88 
That 3 oſ the Series and 


Connection of Prophecies is ſcriptural, and 
warranted” by the Practice of Chriſt and his 


propoſe to make-good the following Te 
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That this is the beſt, if not the only Way, 
Chriſtianity, and therefore to be admitted and 


. choſen, even upon Suppoſition, that Chriſt 
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I is therefore-ino Wonder, if the ſtrongeſt 
Impreſſion of theſe Characters appears in the 

Recovery of the loſt Species of Mankind; 
which I may be allowed to call the favourite 
Work of God. dee 4 for it may be 
ſeen, by the Deſtination for this Action of ſo 
great, N as his only be- 
gotten Son, who was in the Boſom of the 
Father, and with whom, by a Voice from 
Heaven, he declared himſelf well pleaſed. 
Race of human Creatures have a common 
Intereſt in the Salvation; was it not proper, 
was it not neceſſary, they ſhould all, from 
Time to Time, have ſome Notices of it, and 
great and concerning Event? Is the Com- 
mencement af the World too early an Epo- 


cha for him, to whom all his Works are 


known from the Beginning? Or are the An- 
tediluvians, and thoſe who lived near a thou- 
ſand Years after the Flood, the only wretched 
Parts of the Species, exempt from the Care 


of Providence, without Light, without Hope, 
wn * Ground of n | 
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6 Man, "by" which he can be ſaved. 
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of the leaſt Vouctifſcnidne” in the Feine of | 
the common Salvation? Far be ſuch Notions 


from the Maker and Preſerver of Men. If 


this was the Caſe, A r 


to look into theſe Things dor ſuperior In- 


telligencies make it a Nad. to contem- 


and admire them: They ſurvey, as we 
n an inferior Degree may do, all the Parts 
of this ſtu Work, and trace all the 
delightful Scenes of this divine Drama ; the 
Sobſect of which is planned in the Beginning 


of Things, opens gradually in all the ſuc- 


ceeding Ages, and is prepared for and kept 
in View through Thouſands of Years, with 


Infinite Variety of Incidents, and exact Unity 


of Defign and Action; till they behold, with 
Aſtoniſhment and Rapture, the final Accom- 
pliſhment of the predicted Seed of the Wo- 
man in the extraordinary Virgin Incarnation 
of Jes us, the only Name under Heaven given 


- The firſt Scene diſcloſes the Creation of a 
new World, preſents the Actors in the Piece, 


the Situation of Man in Innocence and Hap- 


pineſs, his Forfeiture of both by the Intro- 
duction of moral Evil, the Sentence of God, 
who in Judgment remembers Mercy, on the 
2 Offenders, and his Promiſe of a Seed 


ariſing 
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5 ws by 
* and the very Period an 
future Event is cbunted and ſiced. The Seed 
of the Woman is ſirſt confined to the Seed ox 
Abrahat, in whom all the Nations of the 
Earth were to be bleſſed ; then to à certain 

Tribe deſcended from him; to a | 
Family of that Tribe; and the Lion of u, 
was the ſure Mercies of David. Difficulties 


| ariſe, Bvents perpler, and Clouds darken the 


Prospect: The Kings of the Earth ſtznd-up, 


8 the 


of Empire may happen, che royal Tribe 
may be captived, and increaſe the Stream with 


its Tears; but it ſhall not be loſt, nor it's 


Families be cunfounded: Cyrus thall be called 
by Name, / two hundred Years before he is 
ſhall be rebuilt, into which the Meſſiah muſt 
neceſſarily come, to make it by his Preſence 
exceed the former in Glory. ' Let Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, eus and Strangers, con- 
ſpire againſt the holy Child Jas us, they but 
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N of all the Parts to. ths Wales ao 
and convince z- they throw Light on a Mul- 
—  titude of Alluſions, Hints and Adumbrations, 
which before were not at all, or but b. 
ſcurely ſeen; and all together conſtitute ſuch 
a» Collection of - wonderful Circumſtances,” 
which never met in: any Perſon; before, and 
never can meet in any other aſter Chriſt, in 
whom all the Promiſes of God are Vea and 
This collective View of the Prophe - 


Amen. 
cies, and the Argument from it, muſt be the 


6 moſt fair, the moſt the moſt 

perſuaſive, the moſt touching, the moſt con- 

| cluſive; and therefore s. very - judiciouſly 
; drawn . and moſt | offered, for 
fighted Creature in the Univerſe, the modern 

unbelieving Di to whom all other 

Methods of conſidering theſe Things have | 

proved ineffectual. FN. e renne | 
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And what has our Examivar to fa brd 

' ef :this N 1 ObjeRions ; ſhall be K 

conſidered, and anſwered. Lach a Series and TRE 

Chain of Prophecies, connected together, and . 

. irreſiſtible Strength by the Union : 

Of all the Parts; he intimates to be mere 1 
ö Fancy and Viſion. But ſure this is running 1 
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_ \Succefſion and 


mould as forcibly draw à reluctant Objetor, 
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counter to the ſeriptural Accounts of the Mat- 
'ter; where; he that runs, may read the long 
gradual Openings of a- vaſt 
Number of prophetick Nevelations, center- 
ing in one Point, relative to the ſame divine 
Perſon, communicated to the ſeveral- Gene- 
rations of Men, and exhibited through the 


| Aden Ages of the World, And ſurely it 
is equally running counter to Reaſon, that 


one Link or two of this vaſt Chain ſhould 
be ſtrong enough to bear the Weight of the 
whole Length, and that a ſingle Prophecy 


as the longeſt Series of them; that i is, that a 
ſew . Parts ſhould be the Whole. 
The collective Strength and Relation of all 
Jewiſb, the Heathen World, into a full Ex- 


pectation of the promiſed great Perſonage, 


about the Time of his Appearance, which no 
ſingle Predictions or Intimations could have 
done: Many, beſides him, were born at Beth- 
lebem, in the Days of Herod the King, of the 
Tribe of Judab too, and of the Family of 
David: But to no one, befides him, hap- 
-pened, and no one did, theſe and all the other 
Particulars, given as Criterions of him by all 
the Prophets. If we are put upon the Uſe 
* ſhall we not uſe it in it's col- 

lected 


EIS e . Sallies and 
Attacks on Syllebles and Phraſes, but dates 
not'Nand the Trial in a pitched - Battle; or 
A he does, is ſure to fall in the ] 


wa | were defigned to give only a certain Degree 
. of Ligh, 


perfect Day. Some were induſtrioully blend- 
Obſcurity and Perplexity, to ſerve the various 
Purpoſes of Providence, to prevent the Op- 


pliſhment, ſuperſede the Uſe. af | continual 


Enemies to the Completion of the-great De- 
ede The ee Begin will here find 
— a cal nd ee. 
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a the only Method, be it | convincing, or 
geliſts uſcd for the Proof of Chriſtianity, and 
Conviction of Gainſayers: They. propoſed 
the ſeveral * occaſionally, gy, 


fitted to the Times and Occafions 
of their Delivery; but all together form a 


1 | poſition of Men and 22 
over- ruling Miracles, and engage Friends and 
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and ** and never FOOTY of, or 
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We i mit his Pabtion: for the, pre- 


; x without diſputing it's Truth, in 3 8 to 


expoſe firſt the Conſequence from it, Chriſt 


aud bis Apoſtles had to do wih a Soft of 


Unbelievers, to whom this Method was ſuit- 
ed: The Biſhop with thoſe, to whom an- 


other Method better agrees. The ancient 


Fews previouſly allowed the Application of 
molt of the prophetic Paſſages of their Scrip- 
tures to the Meſſiah: The Buſineſs to them 
was to ſhew their Application to Ixsus, that 
they might. draw. the -Conſequence of his be- 
ing that Meſſiah, all their Scriptures led them 
to expect. To ſuch therefore theſe Prophe- 
cies were pertinently urged, as Occaſion of- 
fered, either ſingly, or collectively : And a- 
mong them, perhaps ſome were propoſed and. 
pointed out,” whoſe Reference was not clearly 
diſcerned, ' in order, to aſcertain them, by the 
Authority of thoſe Works, which. Chriſt of- 


fers in full Proof of his Miſſion and Prophe- 


tic Office, and, agreeably to the avowed Prin- 


ciples of that People, of his Right of inter- 


preting ſuch Writings, and of 

and fixing their juſt Meaning and Fee, 

even in doubtful Caſes. 5 LN 
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and you will loſe your Labour: He will new 
© he Pillage n Queſtion, befors be will 
a dn Fe of it n Favour l Pr 
| fon, he is reſolved Hot to receive for his 
Meſſiah ; and will atbitrerily depart from all 
the Rules of Interpretation, the Senſe of his 
Fathers, und the Bdlief of the whole Few 
Church, before Prejudice or Intereſt had tat- 
th Place; rather than accept for his Saviour, 
the Defivoyer of his Nation. You muſt 
therefote preſs him with the whole Tenor of 
His Scriptures, 


He cannot diſtort, he cannot e 
would proceed with atty rational Hopes 
VBucteſs ; if you would convince; or if thet 
wilt "not be, #-you Would bene Mita, ; 


The modern Inhätl, with all the es 
| ddr ing. CharaQer, is ſtill a ſtran- 
yer and leſs minageable Creature, The for- 
mer allbws Miracles to be a Proof of divine 
Mitfion, and of a Right of & the 
Acai of Bcriptiite: The latter allows 

ther, und rectirs eo Seripture Prophecy. 
the Belef of the Few indeed, but the In- 
del's Scoff and Periſion, in order to ſet aße 


N 


; if you 


the 


the collective Force of Pro- 
Phet y in the many Places and Paſſages, which 


of 
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Truth of the Fact, namely, that Chriſt and 


W 


the Chriſtian Pretenſions, by reſting them on 
a Foundation, which he thinks unable to 


ſupport them. Will you attend him through 


all his Mazes, and let him puzzle and ob- 
ſeure this or that fingle Light, which he 
endeavours to put out, or divert, as faſt as 
it -begins to glimmer in his dark Place ? 
Breathing out al the Rage and Thees 
but without the Ingenuity of the Apoſtle to 


the Gentiles, he muſt be ſtruck down to the 


Earth, if not converted, like him, by a Light 


. from Heaven at Mid-day, above the Light 


of the Sun; by the united Diſplay and Luſ- 
tre of Prophecies collected and viewed toge- 
tber. For it is with the Light of Prophecy, 
as with that of the Sun; it conſiſts of many 
Parts of different Texture, Bigneſs, Strength 
and Colour; You, may ſeparate her . 
there a fainter Ray, and ſplit and diſtort it, 

till it becomes ſcarce viſible: But Union 


makes ſo diſtinct a Point of Light, that all, 


—— as Gy, at he a ach | 
reap e 


„ng * &e ſhewn the Ie 
deſi of the Poſitian, let us now examine the 


his Apoſtles never uſe themſelves, and never 
"_ this comprehenſive View and Series 
C2 of 


of Prophecies ky the ſeveral Ages of the 
World, for the Conviction of unbelieving, 
and the Settlement of doubting Perſons. It 
is true, they often occaſionally mention, and 
from Time to Time apply, Chriſt in his own 
Perſon, and the Evangeliſts in the Hiſtory 
of his Life, ſingle and detached Paſſages, 
relative to him : And this with no leſs Pro- 
priety, than Neceffity; ſince no Miracles 
cCould demand the Admiſſion of a Perſon for 
the Jewiſh Meſſiah, without ſhewing his A- 
greement with the prophetic Characters and 
Signatures, given of him by God himſelf in 
the Jewrſh Scriptures. But 1 ſtrangely mif- 
read the Goſpels; if the large and ſucceſſive 
View of the Prophecies was not uſed by the 
fame Jzsvs and his Apoſtles, and directed 
for the ſame Purpoſes, for which the Author 
of the Diſcourſes offers it. I look no farther 
for Proof of it, than to a few of the Paſ- 
agen, quoted by the Examiner in Proof of 
the contrary, Jx8vs tells the Jews, that his 
Perſon and Character were marked out by 
Moſes and all the Prophets, and that he al- 
lows. the Appeal thither to this joint Evi- 
dence, for be came not to deſtroy tbe Law 
and the Prophets, but to fulfil them, Again, 
in an Expoſtulation with the Fews for their 
obſtinate Rejection of him, he exhorts them 
| | fo 
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to ſearch the Scriptures; for in them; ſays 


he, he think ye bave eternal Life; that is; 


the Promiſe of a great Salvation and De- 
liverance, by the Hands of the glorious Per- 


ſonage you expect: And thoſe are the Scrip- 
tures, which teſtify. of me. I am the Per- 


ſon: The Perſon; in whom all the Charac- 


ters meet, all the Predictions centre: Direct 
then your Search through all your Scriptures, 
as high as Moſes, you will find me in them 
all. Your Unbelief is arraigned by all the 
prophetic Writers ; you. are accuſed by Moſes, 
in whom ye truſt: For had you believed Mo- 
ſes, yon wand baue believed me; for he wrote 
of me. Thus we. ſee, a thorough Search of 
the prophetic Writings of Scripture, even as 


far as Moſes's Time, and beyond that of his 


Life, as ſhall be hereafter ſhewn; is direct- 


ed, as the beſt Cure for obſtinate Unbelief. 


Again, to the doubting and ſorrowful Diſ- 


ciples going to Emaus he ſays —O Fools and 


flow of Heart to believe all, that the Pro- 
phets have ſpoken! Did they not ſucceſſively 


from Age to Age preſignify the Sufferings 


and ſubſequent Glory of Chriſt? And be- 


ginning at Moſes, (who yet in his own Per- 
ſon faid nothing of this Subject) and all the 
"Prophets, he expounded unto them, in all the 
4 —_— the Things concerning himſelf. 
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And no Wonder, their Doubts vatiſhed; hen 


burned within them, while he thus talked 
with them, and opened this amazing Extent 
and Difplay of all .the Scripture Prophecy, 
relating to himſelf, Again, While theſe 


Things were telling to the Apoſtles, | IE 


ſtood in the midſt of them, ſhewed his Hands 
thus diſpelled their Fears, aſſured their Hearts, 
and fixed their Attention, he ſaid unto them, 
theſe are the Words which. I ſpake unto you, 
while I was yet with you, that all Things 

. uſt: be fulfilled, which were written. in the 


Latu ef Moſes, and in the Prophets, and in 


the "Pſalms concerning me : That is, in the 
whole Bible, agreeably to the then known 
Diviſion of it: Then he their Un / 
derftandings, that they might underſtand the 
_ Scriptures; and one Means of opening their 


Undedtzadinge. was" np Doubt, an gining | 


this prophetic Hiſtory of the and 
ſetting before them, throughout the | whole 
Compaſs of them, a Delineation of the great, 


the common Salvation wrought by him, of 


his Sufferings, his Death, and the End and 
Intent of them, that Repentance and Re- 
mitm of Sins might be preached in bis Name 


i „ 


Faith and Joy revived, and their Hearts - 


—_ all Nations, ning at Jeruſalem. 
Thus 


S as in his her- 
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Thus our Saviour here refers his Diſciples 
n to a general Re- 
of the Scriptures, and to a mph 
higaſelf, throughout the Bible, fl 
g to his. own- Time. He 1 
SL 3 
of his peryerſa Hearers ; but applies very 
Pramiſes to himfelf, and thoſe, not 
much to prove his Miſſion, as to intro- 


man in the . — 2 
aut of - 1/61 ap ** F, t very 
coe, be goes mention, 39 
ral, and of themſelves, without his Autha- 
rity as an Interpreter ſent by God, the leaſt 
concluſive :; And he , mentions them perhaps 
tor that very Reaſon, in order to aſcertain 
them to that Meaning: For he. every where 


But che Examiner is fo viſionary, ſo wide 


of all Scripture Truth, as to aſſert, that our 
Saviour, not only always uſes fingle and in- 
dependent Prophecies, but reſts the Whole 


_ . > 
4 


FPTY 


ne and by itſelf. * This Diſcovery is extra- 


lie indeed, and, when made out,” wilt 


appear quite entertaining, "Jx$vs' betrifed 


forbids Refiſtance to his Diſciples," ſays" he 


could' call Legions of Angels to his Reſcue; 
but that then the would not be 
fulfilled: Then is added, —all this, before and 
at the Time of his Apprebenſion, was done, 
that the Scriptures of the Prophets might 
be fulfilled : Plainly ſignifying, ſays our Ob- 
ſefver, © that there was not any Citcum- 
« flange of his Life which had not been 


« foretold in ſuch a Mauer, that the Ac- 


e compliſhment of it, by it's Conformity 
« with the Prediction, might anſwer the Pur- 
« poſe intended by God 6f demonſtrating the 
« Divinity of his Character. I learn but 
one Thing from hence! that when this Au- 


thor ſays, this or chat Seripture plainly ſigni- 


fies or intimates ſomething, 1 may generally 
depend upon it's plainly ſignifying the direct 
contrary. Does our Saviour here aſſert or 


plainly ſignify, that the Correſpondence of 


one ſingle prophetic Circumſtance with him- 
felf is ſufficient Evidence for the Point of 
his Mefſiahſhip ? Why then does He, or his 
Hiſtorian here, mention others? Nay, why 
were any others at all given and deſcribed ? 
Iniiced, if Jesus had not been betrayed, and 
ſufter- 


1 Lt „ e oe ot res 24S 


1 
; 
4 
; 
Y 
g 
J 
8 
t 
4 
t 
r 
F 
f 
5 
4 
? 
d 


>. | 
buffered, as ſeveral Prophets foretold, he co 
dot have made good his Title and Peru. 


ons: But even this fingle Circumſtance, ever 
; fo well "made out, could not alone have aſ- 


certained him to be the Jewiſh Meſfiah: O- 
thers had Sorrows, and ſuffered like Things, 
and at the fie Time with him: In ſhort, 
the not fulfilling one fingle predicted Circum< 


Nance,” might Have been ſufficient ihe oh 


Claim to the Meſfiahſhip of the Fewr; but 

not only one, but every Circumſtance muſt 
conſpire, t6 eftabliſh and fix it. And thus 
the Argument from Prophecy | reſts not on 
fingle detached Paſſages, occafionally appeal- 
ed to, but on the Union and Agreement of 
all that was ſaid and done, * to this 
Matter. LE ee i 4s *- of #33 ih [4 YO £30833 13) 
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„Alg to this Uh + Eoargetih, upon 


| ant proper Occaſions, mention the general 


and well grounded Expectation of ſuch a 
Perſon as Jesvs CRIST, raiſed by ſucceſ- 
five Predictions and Promiſes, in the ſeveral 
Ages of the World; and that every one was 
awake to Inquiry, and ready to aſk the Queſ- 
tion. Art thou He, that ſhould come? And 
as the Prophetic Marks of him gradually 
went on to diſcover themſelves more and 
more:; the HMaelitet indeed, who had no 

Guile, 


_ 
we 


mo Ste 
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haps from the Diſtance of Time, the Igno- 


for their 3's 
the evident Exertion of Powers 


[ 1]. 
and Scripture: : Let us conſider it in both he 


— 


38 K ra Ane "+ F Mer 


il — the WeHld to himfal 


in Chriſt : all the World, in Chrift; the 
Propitiation for the Sins of the whole World. 


Without Hope of ſuch Reconciliation, with- 


out Truſt in Acceptance by God, prom. gu 
Worſhip, Prayer, Works, are Phrenzy and 
Madneſs, Such Hope was the n 
Foundation of Religion before the Flood, as 
well as after it, and therefore in Reaſon ought 
to have been given: But ſuch Conſolation 


could not be given, conſiſtent with the Me- 


thod of God's Diſpenſation, without Promiſes 
of Salvation, without Prophecies - and Repre- 
ſentations of that Beloved, in whom we are 
all accepted; without opening the Decree, 
that, as in Adam all died, even ſo in Chrif 
ſhall all be made alive. One great End then 
of Prophecy, was the Comfort, and, in con- 
ſequence of that, the Religion of the old 
World, through the ſeveral Ages of it, the 

earlieſt, as well as the lateſt: This Conſdla- 
tion, this Hope therefore, was given to all 
Ages. Accordingly the Apoſtles every where 
ſpeak of the Chriſtian Salvation, as the great, 


the conſtant Hope of their Anceſtors. Thus 


wind at Antioch calls the glad Tidings of the 
3 - Goſpel 
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were Strangers and Pilgrims on Earth; and 
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Speeches againſt him. 


Goſpel the Promiſe, . the 
Fathers. Again before Agrippa, he not only 
appeals to this Hope of the Fathers, but lays 
it-down as the Foundation of all their religious 
Weorthip.and Service: — And now 1 2 
am judged for the Hope of the Promiſe made 
of God unto our Fathers; unto which Pro- 


miſe our twelve Tribes, inſtantly ſerving God 


Day and Night, hope to come. And the 
—— Apoſtle in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
has given us a Catalogue of great and good 
Men, from Mel to Samuel, and the ſucceed- 
ing Prophets, Heroes, and Martyrs of the 
Jewiſb Church, who all died in Faith, not 
having received the Promiſes, but having g ſeen 


them afar. off, and were perſuaded of them, 


and embraced them, and confeſſed that they 


defired a better Country, that is, an hea 
venly. 


| But to proceed in the Argument. There 
were- Prophets before the time of Moſes : An 


Apoſtle mentions one, Enoch, the ſeventh 
from Adam, who by Faith too was 


and who propheſied of the Heretics of the 


latter days, and their Deſtruction by the 


Lord, for all their ungodly Deeds and hard 
im, Nay, there were 
Pro. 


: I zo 1 
Prophecies of Chriſt, e the Begin- 
ning of the World: Zacharias, filled with 
the Holy Ghoſt, faid, Bleſſed be tbe Lord 
Cit of fuel for he hath wvifited and redrem- 
2% bis People, and bath raiſed” up 4 Horn of 
Salvation for us, in the Houſe of bis Servant 
David, as be fpake by the Mouth of bis bly 
Prophets, which have been fince the” World 
began; to perform the Mercy promiſed to our 
Fathers, and fo * R ſis boly Covenant, 
the Oath, ef Pan agree 
ham; Abraham lived long before Moſes, and 
had the Promiſe, that the Deſire of all Nati. 
ons ſhould come from him, and that in his 
Seed all the Nations of the Earth ſhould be 
bleſſed: - And we have the Authority of an 
Apoſtle for faying, that Seed was Chriſt; and WU | 
the Authority of Chriſt himſelf, . bar Abra- | 
ham ſaw bis Day and was glad. What Ef. | 
frontery then is it, to tell People who have. 
the Scriptures in their Hands, that the Talk of 
Chriftian Prophecy, beyond the Time of Mo- 
s, is Fancy and Viſion? But the Aſſertions of 
rift, and the Reaſonings of Apoſtles, may 
well paſs fora" Jeſt and Dream with him, 

who gives no better Name to the moſt 
important Hiſtory n en hari tha 
of Fable. 


But 
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But the Examiner fays, Chriſt fixes the 
5 of Chriſtian Prophecy at Moſes, and 

Feducts' it from thence throuph the Jarer 


Prophets. But why the Jater Prophers only? 


This has been juſt now 'thewn to be apainft 
Fact. What then is his Reafon? It may 
perhaps be that ſtrong one, the Order vf the 
Words in the Phraſe, Mofes and the Prophers 
where the Name of Moſs ſtands before that 
of the Prophets, But if this Argument will 
prove Moſes the Predeceſſor of all the Prophets 
in queſtion; I will, by the fame Argument, 
fome of them to have preceded him: 
St. Paul before Agrippa declares, that 
his whole Crime was, the witneffing and fay- 
ing concerning Chriſt none other Things than 
thofe, which the Foes and Moſes did ſay 
mom ard N 


The Exianiner will probably hay; the Life- 


1 true Epocha, betauſe it 


is joined with the Law, which he certainly 
delivered in his Life-time: Vr have found 
Sim, of "whom Moſes in the Law, and the 
Prophets, &c. This is Acuteneſs, but not 
Solidity, an Argument to the People, an un- 
learned Deduction. Moſes ſtands for all the 
Works ef Moſer, and the Book of Me- 


Jes, is all his Books, hiſtorical, as well 
2 as 
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they riſe, ſays, Chriſt, . baue ye not read 
in the Book. of Maſes, bow in the... Buſb 
God ſpale unto bim, ſaying, I am the God of 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob? The works of 
1446s, as at this Day inthe Synagogues, made 
one Roll: The Diviſion and Names of the 
fave Books of Moſes; we now have; is mo- 
dern, and unknown: to the antient Few/b 
Church, who diſtinguiſhed them only by the 
firſt Word of each, and mentioned Moſes, 
the Law, the Bock of | Moſes, | as equivalent 
Terms, and comprehending the whole Fen- 
tateuch, Moſes teaches and propheſies in all 
Parts of his Work, and is argued from by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, as well in the Pro- 


phecies he recorded, as in what he uttered 


himſelf of that Kind. To deduce the Series 
of Prophecy from Moſes and the Prophets, 
js to begin it, not only from that he himſelf 
delivered, but alſo > bl thoſe he has related 
| 8 him; that is, to carry ĩt 
up to the earlieſt Tranſactions of our World: 
And thus Moſes, the Prophets and the Pſalms, 
contain all the Predictions, Exhibitions, Allu- 
fions, Types, and Figures of the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation, in the hiſtorical, legiſlative, 
prophetical Parts of Scripture, and in the Ha- 
giographa or Plalms; a Diviſion of the rea 
ible, 


; 34 
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Bible, METER the ue were as well ac⸗ 
quainted with, as of the Heavens and the 
Earth, to expreis the whole of the Creation 
ef gur World; 2 
expreſs the Nucthemeron, or twenty-four. 
Hours. But to filence for ever this weak 

+= pe have the Words of Chriſt hun- 

{alf,//appealing-not only to Moſes in one par- 
tiaulat Part, or Book, but to his Writings in 
. eee for the 
tic-Evidence of his Miſfion. For in 
Jes Goſpel, e. W at the End; he gives 
the. Jeun the true Cauſe. of their Unbelief, 
andi ſays d them Do not think I will accuſe 
ven "the Father :i1thire;ss One that .acenſeth 
You; ten Moſes, in whom ye iruſt e For had | 
vel believed Moles;:1 Ve: aud haue believed 

Me zer he-wrote of mes. But if ye believe not 
bis Writings, how ball: ye belieue my Words? 
Wo are then warranted, not ithſtindipg this 
little Cavil. aby the Example of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, to look beyond the Age of Meſes for 
Prophecies relating to the Saviour: Nay we 
are directed to carry our Search as high, as 
the carlieſt Ages recorded by Mojes ; even up 
to Adam the firſt Man, who is in | Scripture 
contraſted with the future Prince of Life, the 
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ewe b aft a au e 
'Bibles'ts"'the Fancy 00 Pein of every 


Wünton bold" Tnvaller. © One Conceffion wilt 
got give Reſt to him, who feetns plainly to 
ſtrike at the Whole. The Narrative before 
eee 
: It is Con. 


deggnad for any thing, bu 


- ty 


fnEAt,” with Which Tho Sea 
Feen and the Barth, OR, 
RR er one, on Accotint - 
of ſome Difficulties, Koch the ab- 
une Nitire of th Sg and gung 
"Sy with | equal” Juſtice” give" up 
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che Earth ſtanding in 41d out of the 
"46d each the Tach ind Kalt) of the Mo 
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eee who, ile Maſs, deduces 
inſeparable e eee 


OD 


Woman, but the Woman - out- of the "Man, 
But the ae ae might have ed 
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ie antient Fe ace of To W 
been altered and perplexed? Might not, 4 
not in, introduce an univerſal Alteration of 


e And might not a Reſidence, 
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10 a Beate of Guile? This is no more, than 

at has fince often happened, when a fruit- 
FL; | made barren; for che Wie ked- 
neſs of them that dwelt therein. can as 


-eafily believe the Reality of Paradiſe, tlibug gh 
modern 


phers' cannot find the Ruins Ts 
ir, as I can the Exiſtence of Alam, though 


modern Travellers are not agreed about the 


Place of his Tomb. Thie Garden in queſtion 


Was the Belief of the whole Jewiſb Church, 


and is accordingly aluded to and mentioned 
throughout their Scriptures: Its Name of 
Eden'is communicated* to all places bearing 


| Reſemblance to it in Fruitfulneſs and Plea- 


ſurer And its Deſtruction, or at leaſt the 
of it, is intimated in that Paſſage, 
here à fruitful Land i is deſeribed as the Gar- 
den of Eden before” a 2 Fire, and 
like i deſdlate Wilderneſs _ ann 
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or the Pernes abend in this _ 
Gion, there lie no Difficulties, no Objections, 
except: againſt One, "namely; the ſpeaking 
reaſoning Serpent: Difficulties, ariſing" from 
the Shortneſs of the Narration, and Inatten- 
th to the Nature and Pibrdls of Ehndvlee : 

— D 3 Odjec- 
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Caſe of the expoſtulating Afs, reproving 
with Man's Voice the Madneſs of the Pro- 


befides Reſentment for the Diſobedience of 


n 
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we are nat told: neither can we infer the 
Neceſſity of ſuch previous Information. We 


— — — 
Intelligence was concealed under this Repre- 
ſentation: A good one it could not be, becauſe 
it perſuaded Diſobedience to God: It remains 
therefore that it was an evil one; the Evil One, 
the aſterwards known Enemy of God and Man. 


Whether the firſt Pair were acquainted with 


the Exiſtence and Deſigns of ſuch a Being, 


are elſewhere told that God made Man per- 
fect,” and left him in the Hands of his own 
Counſel: How in [theſe Circumſtances, in 
by-continual Intercourſe with Heaven and its 
Inhabitants, he ſhould fin without a Tempter 


| of an extraordinary Kind, is ſcaree/conceiva- 
ble. If the Tempter was neceſlary on this 


Qccafion, he muſt put on ſome Shape or 


other, in order to be viſible, and hold Diſ- 
courſe. - Nor could this appear ſtrange to the 


Inhabitants of Paradiſe, who could net ſee 
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Me mory of this Tranſaction, ſeems to de- 
clate for the Tempter's Appearance in the 
Shape of this Creature: But ſince a ſpeaking 
Serpent gives ſo much Offence, let us admit 
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to Ahrubum in the Form of a Man, por) 
_ talked with him, while the other two Angels 
. went forward to execute their Commiſſion n 


_ Sodom. If the evil Spirit muſt © 

= aſſume ſome Shape; why not that of 4 der. 
f Pent, as well as any other? He might chuſe 
it- preferably to others, on account of its na- 
1 tural Subtilty and inſinuating Behaviour: If 
1 he choſe the Form of the ſhining 'Species of 
EE. Serpents, agreeably to the Conjecture of ſome 
= learned Men, he might do it, to imitate the 
| | gliſtering Appearance of good Spirits, and ſo 
15 * | more effectually deceive an innocent — 
_ rienced Woman, aware of no Miſchief from 
1 ſo fair and familiar an Object. And T know 
| £ not, whether this may not be referred to in 
| that Paſſage,-where it is obſerved, that Satan 
ww) himſelf is ſometimes transformed into an An. 
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ſuſpicious Form: And yet the Narrative of 


Moſts will be no lefs ſtrictiy true and hiſtori- 
cal, even where he declares, that the Serpent 
| aid this or that.” The firſt Language, in all 
Probability, was a Portraiture of Things, like 


chat of the Americans at their firſt Diſcovery 


by the Spaniards > "firſt they po inted to them 
preſent, and then drew their ae when 


abſent. A Ship, a Horſe, 4 Serpent, were 
expreſſed, not by Words, but by Pictures of 


them; and the firſt Letters and Characters 
were nothing elſe, but Abbreviations of ſuch 
Pictures. The fame Images or Portraits ex- 


preſſed abſtract Ideas alſo, agreeably to the 
Qualities, diſcerned in the different Beings of 


Nature. Thus the Figure of a Stag might 


erpteſs Swiftneſs; of à Bull, Strength; of a 


Serpent, Subtilty and Deceit. It is certain, 
that in the time of Moſes, tlie laſt of theſe 
Ideas was fixed and in Uſe; and the cunning 
or inſidious Perſon was marked out by the 
Idea of a Serpent, as appears in the Inſtance 


rich and Behaviour. In the Language then 
of Moſes, and thoſe of his Age,. be Ser- 
pent ſaid to Eve means no more—than' the 
cunning One, the inſidious —— e 


| maabaats ame} faid to Eve. 


But 
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Times, ag, well a8 this, very 
ting the Devil into the A of the World; 
and indeed I know not, whether. he admits 
his Deſire and Power of Miſchief, or even al- 
los of his very Exiſtence... And as ſome _ 


it 3s. 
Here is indeed the natural Generation and 
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have affected to make. and. govern 


Worlds, 


without a Creator, by the natural Powerg of 


Matter; © our Author will account ſor the 


Introduction of moral Evil, without a Temp - 
ter, even in a State of Innocence and Perfec- 
tion; a greater Difficulty with me to the Un- 
derſtanding, than any he has diſcovered in 
the Hiſtory of the Fall. He. fays, Sinning 


without a Tempter, . is the natural Method, 


_ atteſted by the Account of it given by an 
Apoſtle, where he ſays 
tempted, when be is drawn, away and enticed 

by. his own, Luſt; and that Luſt, when it has 


ery Man is 


conceived, bringeth forth gin; and Sin, when 
bringeth forth Death. 


Iſue of Sin, by it's Mother's Side, which is 


Luft and Concupiſcence: But there wants an- 
other Agent, at leaſt as to the Beginning of 


din; the Tempter is always through the Scrip- 


ture repreſented as the Author and Parent of 


——— | | Sin, 


x. nt admit. 
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Fad Trans affutes u. 


* are of Your Father the Devil, 'and 
Lijt of you Father ye il de? He wits 


. 5 MY from the Beginning; 'that is, a&- 


cording to Scripture Language, from that 
Beginning, in which God ercated, the Hea- 
vens, the Earth, and Man: He then is 
duced Sin and Deach by an inſidious Lye, 
when he ſaid, "7+ ball not ſurely die: He 
abode not in the Truth, becauſe” there is no 


e is a Liar,” and the Father of it. We 
ithetefore aivively watranted to introduce 


Hil en, as the Author of Sin in all 


es of the World, and of that fatal ori- 
Alf Sin, ieh "took Place” hand gy one 
Wer g'of it. * ern aln 8 N $45 
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* that od MORE ae 
a 'by the Parable of the Wheat and 

"Pars, finds Hiifelf 7 — at laſt to ac- 
Kiiowledge, that there is a wicked inviſible 


big fn che World, Who, by the 


SOR bf hüy Ennken, er corrupt Seed, 
pages"! his” Banned to obſtruct the Pro- 
grels 


Truch in him! The firſt Lye was his: When 
he fpeaketh a Lye, he un of in, Gen: 
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L re Tete he is diſpoſed tor 


diſpute. eyery; Inch of G him. 
as late, as poſlible,. at, the Time of, the Goſs. 
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about, an Ee, And 


25 o-therDiving, Nees a Myſtery; 
not get revealed, to ug, cither by the Qldr | 


ger the Ney Teſtament. But if Christ. 
flex s doch 12, Fact, we we muſt b ey itz; 

KF Kaunot ger cunt fer the Time, gr-preciſe 
Nannen of ib. An ib uch k. Wickel Spirit, 
really was igerogdyeed; or introduced himelfRA 


this may. s ell be conceived..to have hen 


ed carly, as late. at leaſt,.: as carly as the; 


Old and New, Entirely Gilent on this Head 7, 
Nothing leſs. „When the 20 Diſciples. re 
turned with Jon ſaying, even the Devils are 


whom alſo, he made the Worlds, the beloved 


*, duced, — 


opicesefithe Gylpel, Niſperration, | and. 
that was many; Ages before: Chriſt, and, as far- 
inch a8.the egen: hut gra che Scriptures, | 


ſubject to usſthrough thy Name: That Word 
Wh Was in, the Beginning with God by 


hows the ohm of. the Father, Partner 15 
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bel e ed orie Deſpite ee She, 
and'buile on his Ruins ?\ 15 ib Matter of Won. 
der, that a Spirit, who envied'the Happineſs 
of Taperior Sties in dhe Regions ar Glory, 
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pent, who..is the-Novila;.the. Temper inthe, 
 Walgdernels,, alarmed at ſome Prognoſtics and; 


che Condition pf.;Chriſt,, endeayours, to, diſoo- 
ver, it by the , Application of a, Prophecy; 


x noulix;obſerved: and ag the Apoſtle to the 


— God — Goodneſh, his: — 5 
| Werdener n Liar — — And. 
3 faſt Frandgraignathe.Þ Parent ee lube, 


{args agr Ws * — obſerv 

age. 

Hive pon — 
ed. Shape; and 'the Serpent, ho, peaks, 10, 


5 55 Geng is the ld, Serpent in the Res, 


velation, called the Devil and Sgtan, which. 
dyceiveth the whole Made cid ol y dla 10 


aden te U ei idw by - very 
early. predicted, of. the Saviour, over, this Serz 


Signs of his Deſtroyer, but not yet certaig of 


where he is ſpoken pf in Terms of the Para- 
diſiacal C ö rle, of bruiſing pent's Head, 
trampling under; his Feet the Adder and Dra- 
gon, as the Biſhop has not, leſs juitly than cu- 


tells the Believers, of his Time, that 
* God of Peace. ſhall: ſhortly ay 
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43 bien cb er Adee Gene The 
Examiner fiys but he only fyp it; there is | 
ast a Word of Truth in the Fuer, andthere= 
dee one in the Corecture raiſe" upeh Te. 
The Oracles, all the Oracles, were notfiin 

but human Cheat, Impoſture, and Prieſt- 


Fut, and che Agency of Spirits Was no Way 


Dpeerned in the Idolatry of ths hain 
World. If you will not take His Word, you 
may that of Fontenelle, from whom he had 
8 And if you will hot reſt vn this joint Ge- 

” you muſt be very incredulous, and a 
Slave to Syſtems. Monſieur Fbntenelle writes 
in a very pretty Stile, and is, for ought 1 
know to the contrary, a' polite entertaining 
| Companion, and has many Friends. All I 
Hive to fay is; if you would leatn French, 
reich Fontentlle on Oracles: If yon look for 
Argument and Truth; read the Author, who 
has long fince confuted him, and expbſed the 
Falſeneſs of his bott bib. and the Weak- 
neſs of his Reifonitgh from“ them. But we 
. even 
| that 


(= 1; 

that of an Apoſtle, in Point un, * 
were concerned in this Matter, and 
that thoſe Spirits were Devils: That the Wor- 
e 
ends ; that the Things, offered to Idols, 


Were offered to Devils 3 and their Tables 
were the Tables of Dau And thus, by 


tan continued his h Trade. of © Lying © and. 

Abe Refule of . 
the, Nature and Conſequences: of the Tranſ- 
actions in Paradiſe, if the Scriptures of the 


Old and New Teſtament are of any Mean- 


ing, any Force; if the univerſal Belief of 
the Jewiſh; and Chriſtian Church is of any 
Weight; we muſt allow the Devil to have 
been the Agent in the firſt Temptation. This 
Agency obtained, the Difficulties of a ſpeak- 

ing reaſoning Brute vaniſh and diſappear, and 
the Hiſtory.of the Fall ſtands as clear of Ob- 
jections, as any other Hiſtory in the Bible. 


And indeed I muſt do this Author the Juſtice, 


to obſerve, that he ſeems to pay as little Re- 
gard to the whole Hiſtory, of Moſes, as to 
this particular Branch of it. What Thoughts 
he has given us Reaſon to entertain, concern» 


ing 


r 
he allows to the Infpiratiom of 
AD it leave others to judge and ſay: 
But here he ſays to Moſes; in the 

Perſon” of Sancboniatbo, that is7*to- Moſes, 
ſetting aſide his Inſpiration, what was faid by 
God to 'f6b— Where waſt thou when I laid 
the Foundation of the Earth? Declare; if thou 

haſt Uriderftanding; Ge. and adds, rhe awbole; 
_ whith the wiſeſt could write on fuch 6 Subjees| 
mil be the mere Effect of Fancy andiInvents- 
on. For there were no Letters in choſe Days. 
What? not for near three thouſand Years ? 
The Story of Serb's Pillars, ißferibed © with 
Hieroglyphio Letters of Science, and pre- 
ſerved after the Flood; is in all Probability a 
Miſtake in Part, or the Whole: But I think, 

we. may gather from it the Opinion of The 
Antients to have been; that Lettets were in 
Uſe in the Patiarchal - and Atite-dituvian 
World. If there were no Letters, Tradition, 
he ſays, from ſo many Hands, through ſuch a 

Length of Time; : muſt be too precarious to 


be of Weight with inquiſitive Men From 
ry? Me- 
with 


ſo many Hands? How many, I 
thuſelab converſed Hundreds of 
Adam and Noab: From the Flood to Maſer 
are about eight Hundred Vears; and the Son: 
of Neab lived three Fourths of this Space of 
E3 Tune. 
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15 * Piece 3 7 y, but 
ale Plan rhe Chr 12 | | 
at Rewards, Victories, and 
Retion, not to take Place, till 2 
mote: And calls ſuch Triumph por Cocn 
fort ts the Species, under all. the vils 
Diftreſſes, in which its Enemy the 


. ee far, as to. 
| 8 


Fo leat Security in another 
= Brig N . 
E e 


der all Evils and Dios to which 13 f 
g is pointed in the Goſpel; This 
is the Comfort, which cannot fail, the Ho 
which cannot make aſhamed ; This is 
certain, Bark. 1 fature, 1 and ay 

t, held forth ta the Diſciple of Jeſs, 
whoa walks by Faith, and not by Sight, and 
knows, that he is faithful, who has prom 
Strange Comfort this, ſays our Examiner, 10 
an Inbabitant of this World, which could not 
be felt or underſtood, till the World ſelf 
e And. yet ſtrange as it ; 
may appear ta this Gentleman, ſuch, is the 
Comfort offered all thro the Sacred Writ-. 
ings, and it was both and underſtood by 
, thoſe, who received it. This was the Com- 
fort offered to Abraham : He ſaw the diſtant 
n and was glad. The noble 
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Army of antient Worthies had no 

but this, to ſupport 
Death: They died in Faith of theſe 
of future Triumph and Glory: They received 
not the Promiſes; yet by Faith, Foretaſt, and 


N 


Joy in them, they would not accept Delive- 
rance; .. plainly declaring, they ſought not a 
preſent Country, but another heavenly Regi- 
an, and the Happineſs, "hich God hs pre 
* — ore him 
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Our Author has certainly. 


: - bug in che next, it runs riot into all 


Ie is chat Day alone, Which 
— — — not only 
V of this, but of all other pretended Prophe- 
« cies, Inſpirations, , and Revelations. of the 
« Will of God; which now chiefly occupy 


| puſhed his Phi- 
— * Liberty a good Way in this Para- 
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« of all the Nations upon Earth. And 
** happy, would it be for them all, if drop- 
' ping theſe vain Conteſts and Wranglings 

« about 


ei ana" ine e 


in that which is to come.” 
itt eis ' Horituq Mai: 2:1 was. 0 


le Cbrninett Un fir 
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ehr Searcly” to better Furpoſe, mY 
thoſe ſdcial and real Duties, which bur N. 
th''sll. 
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u and Senſer preſcribe in common 
Ihfpirations, and Revelatibis, 

— to on all Sides: The Tiles 

have their Prophet; as well as the 


ro dect for any uſeful Truth 3 
1108 9 «© Things, 
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i, gjird to Revelations, ig d turm our Atte. 
„ tien from the Natare of Things, and the 


% n 3 


— — 
4 in the Clouds, or the typical Figures of. 
** Mountains, Caſtles, Beaſts and Men; the 
„ Cradfurentnet'of Gon; but of "their! Gwyn 
e Imaginitiv”,- Chriſt” and his Apoſtles 
n ypes,/Fipures; | 
Prophecite ahl ſunb fanviſul childiſn Things,” | 
and malcy ul right Faith the Foundation. of a 
right Practice and a: maln I. Pins theo ro 
Hope of the Ulriſtian Salvation; to bel Rad = 
only by Faittrin its Author that Paith, whit 
is raiſedandbuile om he Inveſtigatlon of the(® 
bi, wait! \ inexplicable” Things. Age. 
Remit all this needleſs: Inquiry whether tie 
or that Revelation-be trus or falſe; to the great 
and awfuF Day, and attend only to the demg 


A an Senſes preſeribe 5 


[6]. 
inquloating thaſs Things sk wii: 
in common to ai, ai 
the. chief Good:of our Nature: the firſt Law 
of which, as he tells us elſewhere, is to pro- 
pagate our Species; and the next, I ſuppoſe, 
to dat, dtink, and be merry and ſocial;ʒ for 
this alſo the Senſes will lead to. Any inſti- 


2 
and 


tuted Religion has its Difficulties, its Dif- 


putes; but this Scheme has none, and ſuper- 
ſedes Abundance of Labour and Wrangling : 
Theſe Duties are the chief Good of our Na- 


ture; about Goods in Reyerſiom let the Day 
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i Ot 2 Rwy Albee Cres | 
on che, Explainers of Types, the Builders of 
Caſtles in the Air, or the Beholders of Pic- 


tures inthe Fire; having conſidered, and, 1 
off 


hope, vindicated this firft literal - 
the Redeemer of Mankind, the Conqueror: 
of Sin and Death, and of the Author of boch; 
J proceed to confider and vindicate a 
of another Kind, e eee 
Antiquity; I mean chat, exhibited to us in 
the Sacrifice and. Offering of Cain and Abel. 
For Actions can teach as cleatly and ſtrongly, 
3s Words; Nay, Actions were the firſt Lan. 
7 guage, 


guage, and Things 

Prophets all through the Bible, dbliver. thei 
Meſſages by ſuch Signs, as. well as Words. 
Abraham's intended Sacrifice was an Image of 
the Sacrifice on the Croſs, and the Parent of 
the promiſed Seed was received from Death 
by his Father in a Figure, or ſenſible Repre- 
ſentation of the Reſurrection of the Saviour 
from the Bands of the Grave, by which it 
was impoſſible he ſhould be held. The 
whole. ceremonial Law was a Collection of 
Ordinances, Inſtitutions, Actions, 

tions, and Hiſtories, - all gurative of Chriſt, 4 
due etc of bis Lie the Manner and 
End of his Death; and all without Senſe, 
without Efficacy, conſidered out of this rela- 
tive View; which Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
argue from as frequently, and as forcibly, as 
from any literal Paſſages in the Bible; and 
acquaint .us, that the whole Law was a 
School-maſter, who, by theſe prophetic Ele- 
ments, leads us to Chriſt. It is not then viſi- 
onary, to look upon the firſt Inſtance of Sacti- 
fice in the ſame View, and to think, it may 
as juſtly exhibit the Manner of effecting our 
Salvation, as all the ſucceeding ones aflucedly 
did. I beg the Examiner's Pardon for ſtill 
ſuppoling, notwithſtanding all þis Obje&tions 
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1 ind Deanllof x that Bye is u true I. 
wtirümy und has gen vs, in d Narrative of 
mie Wor Brothers; « Fut, which we try 
mee Let us chen proceed, to cofſider 
the Nurvative, under alf the Lights, Which 
| Reaſon und Seripture, afid the Tevera? Parts 
ofithe Avcount'itſelf, e 

fk Ai $3 wort NS . 
17 datei v vg * 9574) 1 AIM oh 4672 
A Piece of x Service is atternpted 
by two Brothers; and related, aſtet e ie. 
tion of their Birth and Btrrployments. 

Price of tine ir came 1 pu, thet Cai 
brought of the'Frutt of the G e Offer. 
ng unte the Lord: and Abel,” be tlfo broifht 
f the Birfilings of bis Plocks, and of the Fut 
thereof: Here the firſt Inquiry naturally 
riſes, concerning the Origin a Betvice: 
Ic could not well be by Chance; it muſt be 
therefore, either from the Direction of Na- 
tote, or the Appointment of God. The 
Nraminer declares for the former, and calls 
in the Opinion of Spencer, in Support of his 
don. But ſuch [Authority weighs nothing 
in this Affair; eſpecially, againft Authority 
of a much Nature. Nor is this the 
lingle Error of that great Man, whoſe whole 
Hypotheſis has more of Noveky, * Truth, 
67 I and 


— 
6 


B. FT FAA FSF FFA Fd EL 


Giver.of all good Things; but whethes 
would point out ſuch Methods of cxpoefiing 
that Gratitude; And the Diffculy is to con- 
_ heit ſhould enter ino the Heads of 
iq Meg, chat they mu¹ũd pleaſe God, by 
offering to him Fruits and Animals. Offer 
to God the Fruit of che Ground? Wheres 
fore? What Reafon for it? Is the great ſpiri- 
tual Lord of the: Upiverſe like a Man, who. 
wants Bread to ſtrengthen, Wine to male 
glad his. Heart, and Qil 10 make him 4 
chearful Counterance?., Or is be like Som- 
reigns 08. Earth, to be curted, to be bribed, 
by Preſents and Giſta? The Voice of Reaſon 
could neves ſpeak this Language] never die@ 
a Service, Which. without ſame partidular 
1 athi View, 


tered Animal. What? Pleaſe'the Creator, 
by butchering and mangling his Creatures? 
and at a Time, when no Authority to kill 
was indulged; when Fleſh does not appear 40 
have made a Part of human Diet; when Do- 
minion and Sovereignty were indeed granted 
to Man, but not Tyranny and Uſurpation on 
the natural Rights and Lives of his Fellow- 


Creatures? Reaſon, on this occaſion, would 


certainly recoil, and, borrowing the'Perfon 
EIN of ene lay— 


1 Every Beaſt of the Foreſt is mine; and the 


Cattle upon a thouſand Hills: If I were hun- 


gry, I would not tell thee ; for the World. is 
mine and the Fulneſs thereof: Will Teat the 
"Fleſh of Bulls, or drink the Blood of 'Goats? 
No: expreſs your Gratitude to me in quite 


another Way: Offer unto God Thankſgiv- 


ing, and.pay thy Vows unto the moſt High, 
and call upon me in the Day of Trouble, and 
I will deliver thee, and thou ſnalt glorify me.” 


Bloody Sacrifice then was not, could not be 
the Impulſe of Nature, or the Reſult of unaſ- 


. fiſted 
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affſted Resten: Nature would dbhor it, Res- 
ſon would diſſuade it: It was therefore the 
poſitive Inſtitution and Appointment of God, 
as an Act of religious Worſhip for the ante- 
diluvian World, continued by the Patriarch 
who ſurvived the Deluge, and afterwards in 
ſucceeding Ages ſettled, with all its Ceremo- 
nies and References to the great Propitiation 
by Blood on the Croſs. It is quite analagous, 
that He, who by the Sacrifices and Rites of 
the Moſaic Law led Men, after the Flood, to 
the Faith and Expectation of a dying Re- 
deemer and Saviour; ſhould by the like Me- 
thod point the Eye, and upon the ſame Foun- 
dation raiſe the Hopes and Faith of the firſt 
Men, towards that important Salvation and 
the Manner of it, in which they had as 
great an Intereſt, as any of the following 
Generations. It is natural therefore to think, 
that with the Appointment of Sacrifice, ſome 
View, general or particular, of its Deſtina- 
tion and Meaning was opened to the firſt 
Worſhippers 1 in this Way, in order to make 
it a reaſonable Service. And, if the Obſer- 
vation of a late learned and i ingenious Writer 
may be allowed, as I think it ought in all 
Reaſon to be; the Text of the Narrative it- 
ſelf gives Countenance and Reality. to this 

(24/24 F Conjecture, 


[ 66] 

| For in the Converſation between 
God ves 5.4 on the Rejection of his Of 
fering, God tells him, if he had done well, 
he ſhould have been accepted; and if he had 
done otherwiſe: than well, he ſhould repent 
and do. better for the future, and reconcile 
himſelf ta his Maker, by the appointed Me- 
thod of a Sin-Offering, which was at the 
Dbor, and eaſy to be had. If thou dooff 
well, ſhalt thou not be accepted ? And if thou 
doeſt not well, Sin, or a Sin-Offering, lietb at 
the Door : Agreeably to the Uſage of the 
Fewiſh Tongue, which by the ſame Word 
expreſſes Sin, and the Atonement of it: And 
ſuch a Way of ſpeaking is. not infrequent in 
all Languges. And thus will ſtand confuted 
the confident Aſſertion of the Examiner, that 
the Text itſelf yields not the leaſt Inti- 
mation, concerning Chriſt, or a Redeemer 
of Mankind, nor a ſingle Word about the 
Uſe, Intent, or Duty of facrificing. 


The next Particular in this Hiſtory, is 
the different Treatment of the two Offerers, 
the Acceptance of one, and the Rejection 
of the other. How this Acceptance was 
diſcovered, is. uncertain z the Text has not 
told us: But if we ſhould fay by Fire from 


1 Heaven, 


[ 6) ] 

Heavery igrecably to atteſted Facts In ther 
Ages, as ſorfic learned Men have conjec- 
ture; a ſorry Joke, fetched from the Re- 
veries of Aae Traditions, of the Face 
of a Lion appearing in this celeſtial Flame, 


will not weaken or diſcredit the Conjecture. 


But be that as it will; I am not concetned 
in the Succeſs of this Conjecture, and am 
contented with ſome Mark of Acceptance 


ot other, agreeably to the ſacred Text in 


the Place: and ſo proceed to ſearch the pro- 


bable Reaſon of che Preference given in the 


Caſe before us, as as far as the Scriptures will 
guide me to find it. And here I think my- 
ſelf warranted to fay, that the different 
Treatment of the two Brothers by God 
flowed, both from the different Nature of 
the Offerings, and of the Men, One had 
accompanied his Offering with right Diſpo- 
ſitions, the other with wrong ones, If we 
could certainly learn, what was the recom- 
mendatory Diſpoſition of Abel, we might 
with like Certainty find out the Diſqualifi- 
cation of the other ; and from both perhaps, 
the Preference ariſing from the Nature of the 
two Offerings; But we do certainly know, 
what was the Diſpoſition and peculiar Virtue, 
which pleaſed" in Ae: For the Apoſtle tells 
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3 unto God "OY 


excellent Sacrifice than Cain, by which he 


obtained Witneſs, that he was righteous, 
God. teſtifying of his Gifts. But Faith, is 


Faith in ſomething, in the Truth of ſome 
Promiſe, the Efficacy of ſome divine Ap- 


Pointment, . Let the Apoſtle explain him- 
ſelf in the Account, he preſently after gives 

of the Faith of Abraham, to which our Sa- 
viour himſelf bears divine Teſtimony. By 


Faith Abrabam, when he was tried, offered 


up T/aac: And he, that had received the 


Promiſes, offered up his only begotten Son ; 
of whom it was ſaid, that in Jaac ſhall thy 


Seed, which is Chriſt by the Interpretation of 


an Apoſtle, be called : Accounting that God 
was able to. raiſe him up, even from the 
Dead ; from whence alſo he received him in 
2 Figure, or Repreſentation of what was af- 
terwards to happen in the Perſon of Chriſt. 


The Faith then of Abe! was a Faith in God's. 


Promiſe of a future Saviour ; and the Matter 
of his Offering proves a Truſt in the Ap- 
pointment of God for the Remiſſion of Sin, 


whether he. ſaw diſtinctly, or not, the Re- 


ference of it to that Lamb, who was ſlain, 
in the Deſtination of God, in its ſalutary Ef- 
fects, and as it were in Effigy in this firſt ac- 

cepted 
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cepted Sacrifice of Abel, and therefore is ft 


60 be flain from the Fottilation of the 


World. The Diſqualification then of Cuin, 
was the Want of ſuch ſalutary Faith, and his 
Non- compliance with the Appointment” ot 
that Worſhip, which was expreſſive of it. 
Thus the Account, here given of this early 
Tranſaction, ſtands ſupported by the Cir- 
cumſtances and Words of the Text itſelf, 
and the Analogy and expreſs Teſtimony of 
the later Scriptures, And the Sum of the 
whole is, that the Excellence and Succefs of 
AbeP's Offering aroſe from the Faith of the 
Offerer in the Promiſes' of God; the Pro- 
miſes of God concerning a futüre Saviour 
and Deliverer; and alſo from his Obedience 
to that divine Appointment and Inſtitution, 
which was to exemplify and ſet forth to the 
Patriarchs, as ſuch Sacrifices afterwards did to 
the Jeus, an Atonement by Blood, to be ac- 
compliſhed finally m the Perſon of Chriſt, 
who was wounded for our Tranſgreffonz, 
and made by his Blood a Propitiation for the 
Sins of the whole World. It is not there- 
ſore fanciful to aſſert, that in this antient 
Narrative we have a clear Prophecy, by Acti- 
on and Exhibition, of that great, future, and 


intereſting Event: But on the contrary, we 


54 have 
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| The Biſhop. laced: a) * — Herd of h 
Diſcourſes a Text of St. ay #5 and reſci 


{cif on his Side, applauds his ignorant Inſult 
on the Application of ſome Paſſages: in the 
Eyangeliſts, denies ſame Prophecies, laughs 
at all, rejects the ſtrong Evidence of them 
. ariſing from their Extent and Connection, di- 
vides, ridicules them; and aſſerts them, thus 

traduced and weakened, to be, each by it- 
ſelf, the only Support and Proof of the MIC 
ſion of Ixsus, and brings the Text in Que- 
ſtion, to countenance and maintain his Aſſer- 
tion. In the Proſecution of this Argument, 
he gives ſuch an Interpretation and Detail of 
the two Epiſtles of St. Peter, as quite disfi- 
gure and diſguiſe the Apoſtle, offend againſt 
all the Rules of Criticiſm, Analogy, and 
Agreement of one Part of Scripture with 
another, or of any one with itſelf ; and he 
might, with more Innocence, have been 
employed 


made of it by the Freethinking Author he 
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viſionary Scenes ard 
in ting than in theſe un- 
—— theſe wild Natives of a dif- 


ordered Brain. The unbelieving Author a- 


bove- mentioned, reſolving to ſet Seripture at 


firſt, and then deſttoy it all; wanted a Text 
to ſupport againſt Miracles the Party of Pro- 
phecies, themſelves afterwards to be divided 


from each other, and to be attacked undet 


theſe little Diviſions and Detachments, that 
ſo one by one might become an eaſier Con- 
queſt, which united could afford no Hope of 


| ſucceeding by Stratagem or Force. The 


Text, choſen for the former Part of this De- 
ſigh, was that of St. Peter 2 Ep. i. 19. N 
have alſb a more ſure Mord o, Prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye take Heed, di 
unto a Light, that fhintth in a dark Place; 
until the Day dawn, and the ee ariſe 
in your Hearts. 5 


it is agreed 'on all 1 Hands, that Prophecy 
here, whatever is to be underſtood by that 
Word, is preferred, in Point of Evidence, 
to ſome other Thing ; which Thing appears, 
from the Context in the three preceding 
Verſes, to be the Fransfiguration of Chriſt on 

54 the 


Variance, with Seriptute, in order to-weaken 


I ; * 


© vii] nm ell 66 Gesderkl Cmdüst- 


tanoes' of i, The Evidence then being out 
of Controverſy, as well as the Preference of 


one to the other; let us proceed to What is 
not; that is, the Point to be proved 


by ſuch 
Evidence. And that is aſſerted on one Side, 


to be the Miffion er Meſſiaſhip of Chriſt;, on 
the other, a particular Event, that of his 


coming in Power and Glory, to reſcue” his 
faithful Servants, and execute Wanzen on 
the impenitent obſtinate Fews, If we can 


learn the Deſign and Purpoſe of the Transfi- 
guration, we ſhall learn at the ſame Time 
the Extent and Purpoſe of the Prophecy in 


the Paſſage before us: For they certainly both 
belong to the ſame Subject. And for this 
Information we moſt properly apply to the 
Evangeliſt, © the profeſſed Hiſtorian of this 
Tranſaction. The Account is introduced by 
a previous Diſcourſe of Jesvs with his Diſci- 
ples, about his Rejection by the Elders, chief 
Prieſts and Scribes, his Death and Reſurrec- 
tion, He gives Inſtructions, proper to the 
perſecuted State of the Followers of a cru- 


_ cified Maſter. If any Man will come after 


me, let him deny himſelf, take up his Croſs 
daily, and follow me. And to determine you 
to this Conduct, I aſſure you, that whoſoever 


will 


* — 


bon) 


| will fave his Life, ſhall loſe it; but whoſo- 
ever will 1oſe his Life for my Sake, the fame 
ſhall fave it. Fot whoſoever, ſtartled at pre- 
ſent Difficulties, and faithleſs of the future 
great Deliverance; ſhall be aſhamed of me 
and of my Words, of him ſhall the Son of 
Man be aſhamed; when he ſhall come in his 
own' Glory, and in his Father's, and of the 
holy Angels. And the Time of this 
Event ſhall be during the Life-time of ſome 
of the Hearers: I tell you of a Truth, there 
be ſome ſtanding here, which ſhall not taſte 
of Death, all they ſee che Kingdom of God. 
The very Tokens and Times of this great 
Event are marked out in another Converſation 
with his Diſciples, on Sight of the Temple 
and its Buildings, whoſe utter Deſtruction he 
foretels. And to their Queſtion— When 
ſhall theſe Things be, and what ſhall be 'the 
Sign of thy coming, and of the End of the 
World, or this Period of the Chriſtian Age ? 
—he ſays, Wars and Rumours of Wars ſhall 
be the fearful Forerunners : the Roman Ar- 
mies ſhall begirt Jeruſalem ; the Eagles ſhall 
fly to the Carnage; the Abomination of De- 
ſolation ſhall ſtand in the holy Place; and be- 
cauſe Iniquity ſhall abound, the Love of ma- 
ny ſhall wax cold: But he, who ſhall endure 
s unta 


- * 
4. 


c 74 ; 
be e on. large: thall be ed fem 
this Deſtruction; agretably to my former Aſ- 
ſurance, that he, ho ventures to give up his 
Life, rather than his Faith, ſhall, ſave both. 
ww paſs let them, which be in Nod, flee into 


darkened, and che Moon / ſhall not give her 
Light, and the Stars ſhall fall from Heaven, 
and the Powers of the Heavens ſhall be ſha- 
ken; agrecably to the prophetic Deſcription 
of the Deſolation of Cities and States in other 
Places. And then ſhall appear the Sign of 
the Son of Man in Heaven; that Sign of the 
Meſſiah's Glory { often demanded of him in 
his Life-time, and deferred to the Time of 
his Reſurrection from the Grave, as Jonas 
role from the Belly of the Fiſh : And then 
ſnall all the Tribes of the Earth, or Land, 
mourn: and they ſhall ſee the Son, of Man 
coming in the Clouds of Heaven, with Pow- 
er and great Glory: And then ſhall follow 
the Victory of the Saints, and the univerſal 
Eſtabliſhment of his Church : He ſhall fend 
his Angels with a great Sound of a Trumpet, 
and they ſhall gather together his Ele& from 
the! four Winds, from one End of Heaven to. 
the 


the Mountains. | Immediately. after the Tri- 


11 


the other: And to ſhew, he is ſpeaking of | 


the ſame Events here, as at the Time of his 
Transfiguration, he fixes the Accompliſhment 


of all theſe Things to the ſame Point of 


Time : This Generation ſhall not paſs, till all 
theſe Things be fulfilled, The Subject then 
of this Diſcourſe, and of the Particulars of 
the Transfiguration before, appears entirely 
one and the ſame, Nay, the Evangeliſt tells 
us poſitively, it was: For eight Days after his 
firſt Converſation above related, Ixsus took 
Peter, Jobn and James, and went up into a 


Mountain to pray; and as he prayed, the Fa- 


ſhion of his Countenance was altered, and 
his Raiment was white and gliſtering: And 
' behold. there talked with him two Men, 
which were A and Ekas; who appeared 
in Glory, and ſpake of his Deceaſe, which 
he ſhould accompliſh at Feruſalem : 2 no 
doubt, of his conſequent Glory, of which 
this was ſome Exemplification and Exhibiti- 
on, and of vrhieh he had juſt before diſcour- 
ſed to his Diſciples, and to which a Voice 
from Heaven directed them to attend, laying, 
this is my beloved Son, hear him. This 
Event was to take Place after his Reſurrec- 
tion, and therefore the Diſciples were forbid 
to mention what they had ſeen and heard, till 


£761 6, 
after that Time, It is then quite at; to 
all the allowed Rules of judging and inter- 
preting, to think, that when St. Peter, who 
was Eye-witneſs of this Glory, introduces this 
Tranſaction in his Epiſtle, he applies it to 
the ſame Subject, the ſingle Point of Chriſt's 
Exaltation and Triumph, in the Deſtruction 
of his inveterate Enemies, and Eſtabliſhment - 
of his faithful Friends; and that the Object 
of the Prophecy, and the Glorification, was 
one and the ſame; the fame with that men- 
tioned in the Evangeliſts; not his general Miſ- 
fion and-Meffiaſhip, but this particular Dif- 
play of his en 8 Goodneſs. 


From this State of the Caſe,” the two E- 
piles receive Conſiſtence and Unity of De- 
fign, and all the Paſſages, from the Beginning 
to the End of them, explain and prove it. 
The Apoſtolical Epiſtles were not written 
at random, but upon particular Occafions 
which called for them; and thoſe particular 
Occaſions are marked out in the ſeveral Epi- 
files, and conſtantly kept in View: And the 
true Way of opening their preciſe Meaning 
is, to find out that Key to unlock it. EPs 

to 


Mr. Locke ſays, that 1 who think the Apoſtles to be 
looſe Writers, are themſelves looſe Readers. 


, Ln | 
thoſe, they were addreſſed to: Thoſe not ſo 
directed, were called Catholic, or General: 


Not from the Univerſality or Generality of 


their Subject, but of the Perſons they were 
ſent to. We muſt ſearch therefore for the 
Occafion and Subject of them, from the Per- 


ſons, Times, and other concurring Circum- 
ſtances. For though general Inſtructions and 


Reaſonings are ſcattered up and down in all 
the Epiſtles, yet there is ſome one partieular 


Point, or more, which are as it were the 
Maſter Features of the Piece, thruſt them 


ſelves forward to Sight, and often give a 
determinate Likeneſs to. Paſſages, otherwiſe 
general and not to be diſtinguiſhed,  . _ 


; The Perſons here were the Strangers, ſcat-- 
tered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 


Afia and Bithynia, by the Perſecution of. the 
Jews, who inſulted them, as they before did 
their Maſter—If God will have him, let 
him deliver him. With. theſe joined thoſe 
of the Gnoftic Hereſy, who made their Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity conſiſtent with Lewd- 


neſs, by following all Manner of Luſts; and 


with Safety, by denying their Name, when 
ũt brought them into Danger. Theſe united 


* 


wich 
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unn a het tir" Perſdeution, and taint at 
Promiſes of future Deliverance. Theſe Sc. 
Petey ſets hinafelf | againſt: Theſe 
—_—  — of, 46 
the Forerunners of the great Day of — 
hee: Through the abounding . 
Love of many ſhall wan cold, many Sedu- 
cers fhall ariſe: And this xccortlaly was- 


St. Peter ſuys, this ſeeone Epiſtle I now 
 writ& unto you, in both which I ſtir up your 
pure Minds by Way of Remembrance of 
the Words ſpoken before by the holy Pro- 
phets, and the Commandment of us the 
Apoſtles of the Lord and Saviour: knowing 
this firſt, as a fixed Token and preceding 
Sign! of theſe laſt Days, in which Chriſt is 
to- appear; that there ſhall come Scoffers, walk- 
ing after their own Luſts, and ſaying, where 
is the Promiſe of his coming? For fince' the 
Fathers fell affeep,, all Things continue as 


they were from the Beginning of the Creation. 8 


The Lord is not flack concerning bis Pro- 


miſe, but is Long-ſuſffering to urward, not 
willing that any ſhould periſh. — But the Day 
of the Lord will come, as '@ Thief mm the 
Night; 


8 1791 
Night; when the Heavens ſhall paſs away 
with. great Noiſe; when Fire and Sword ſhalt 
deſalate the Land. Nevertheleſs, according 
to-bis Promeſe, we look for neu Heavens and 
new Earth, wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs ; 
a new State of Things, a new Face of reli- 
gion. Wherefore, Beloved, | ſeeing that ye 
leak for ſuch Things, be diligent, that ys may 
be found: of bim in Peace, without Spot and 
| blameleſi; and account the Long-ſuffering of 
our Lord to be Salvation, even as our beloved 
Brother Paul alſo, according to the Wiſdom 
given unto him, hath written unto you, as alſo 
in all his Epiſtles ſpeaking in them of theſe 
Things, &c. To raiſe then the drooping 
Spirits of the Chriſtian Proſelytes, perſecuted, 
and derided in the different Parts of their 
Diſperſion, with the Hopes of a 
Deliverance; to account for the Delay of it, 
n Scoffers to be 
a certain Argument of its ſpeedy Approach; 
is. plainly. the Deſign of the Apoſtle in this 
Place: And all the Præcepts, Directions, 
Exhortations and Remembrances, in both 
Epiſtles, have a direct Reference to it, and 
receive great Light and Beauty from it. He 
begins with ſaying to them, Tow are kept by 
the „ RO GEORGIE Sabva- 


tion; 
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ter; that Salvation, which was ready to be 


rejoice, though now for a Seaſon ye are in Hea-- 


vineſe, through manifold Temptations ; that 


the Trial of your Faith may be found to Praiſe, 
Honour, and Glory, at the appearing of Ixsus 


Cur1sT. The Prophets have foretold this Sal- 
vation, and enquired diligently, what man- 
ner of Time the. Spirit of | Chriſt in them 


Han ;fied, when it teſtified beforeband the Suffer- 

iugs of Chrift, and the Glory that ſhould follow. 
Wherefore be comforted, gird up the Loins f 
your Mind, be ſober, and hope to the End, 


forthe Out and Deliverance, that is to be: 


brought unto you at the Revelation of Jesvs 


Cuxis r, who will come ſhortly. Ye are built; 


on Chrift, the chief Corner-Stone, to you preci- 
ous; to thoſe, who reject and diſallow bim, a 


Sone of Stumbling and Rock of Offence. Par- 
ticularly abſtain from fleſhly Luſts, the Re- 


proach of them, who would ſeduce you: 


Obſerve all the Duties of Submiſſion to Go- 


vernors, and Relations to one another: Let 
no Provocation make you forfeit your Pati- 


ence or Obedience: Dou have bid adieu to all 


thoſe luſts, wherein they think it ſtrange, that 


ge run not with them to the ſame Exceſs of 


Reer; Speaking evil of Jou, of which they ſhall. 
I ſoortly 


revealed inthe laſt Time: Mberein ye greatiy 


bs. [8] 


fortly give as Accounts Bit: the End of all. 


Things it at band: The great Day of 
Vengeance and Deliverance approaches, is 
n r b 
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The — Epiſtle goes on to aki 2 
thoſe- -particular- Graces: and Virtues, wins 
receive a peculiar Energy and Propriety, from 
the Sufferings and Hopes of that Generation. 
Believe the Promiſes; - Add to your Faith. Fir- 
tue; that is, not Virtue in general, for then 
there had been no Occaſion to recommend 
particular Graces afterwards; + but that pecu- 
liar Virtue, which beſt ſuits your preſent Situ- 
ation, Fortitude; 10 Fortitude Knowledge, of . 
Prophecies and Myſteries; and to Knowledge - 
Temperance, leſt that Day come upon you 
unawares; and to Temperance Patience, un- 
der your preſent Afflictions; and to Patience 
Godlineſs; not forſaking the aſſembling, f 
yourſelves together for the Service of God in 
theſe Times of 3 and to Godlineſs bro— 
theriy Kindneſs; and to brotherly Kindneſs + 
Charity; be kind to Friends, be charitable to 
your bittereſt Enemies: And thus ye ſhall be 
admitted into the Kingdom of our | Lord and 
Saviour, which begins in the Exertion of his 
9 | Power + 


12 82 13 
3 1 2 — eainrr=ces" 
WS... DOING yu ahoays in Remembrance of theſe 
"mas enge, wanditoendraveur, that ye may be able, 
* AY — my Deceaſe, to bave theſe Things akways 
L ' 15 | in remembrance, -for your Support and Direc- 
tion: ſor we have not cheated you with falſe 
Hopes af Deliverances-we ſcorn the Suggeſ- 
Homer uu Coming of aur Lord Insus, that is, 
his firſt coming adumbrated and diſcourſed - 
_ of inthe Mount, but zvere Bye-witnefſes of bis 
Majgiy For be received from God the Father 
Honour-and Glory, ben there cane fuch a 
Foice lo bim from the excellent Glory, This is 
- way Bei Sen, in whom 1 am well pleaſed: 
Au this'Foive, whichicame-from Heaven, we 
. . heard, uben we were with bim in the boly 
& —— alſo, for this Point, @ more ſure 
_ ord of "Prophecy, ' whereunto, &c. "Upan 
r 1 mn nn Appears, 
E * Tbat the Wende Proplinoyianiaky 
Tranſaction on the Mount, are brought and 


compared together, as Evidences of ne 
8 wo 


= 


79 a 


the three Diſciples, who were Eye and Ear- 


10651 2 
adi, That där Thing is not-thic Nihon 


| of Chriſt in general, but a particular future 


Event, to be accompliſhed, beforg that Ge- 


wimeſſes of the glorious Appearance uf the 
Mount, wanted no new Conviction, on the 


Head of the Miffon of Jxevs tab much 
andi conſequent Glory of their Matleryis.es 
appears from Peter's Offence at the Mention 
of theſe Things, which was the Qccaſion of 


the Diſcourſe. preceding the Account of the 
Transfiguration, aud af -the Tranfiguration 
itſelf, N e eee 


7 + 4 
9 103) BIOICF% Ins 2 iet S713 * 


ing this Generation, hat in the Day of — 
ance om the Fews, chte Nan ready tobe tovealled, 
deſeribed by Chriſt himſelf, and by St. Paul 
in all His Epiſtles; was the precife Event; of 
Which the Transfiguration was an Adumbra- 
tion, a Prophecy by 2 = 2 
ene Prodifionby Words * dr * 
1 1,7 1 WeSN1TING 3-4 
an 2 „ 
Pnecy, 


2 tag 
pine bans ai bs Cantos” 


on the Mount, may be that very circumſtan- 


tial one, given by Chriſt himſelf, of this great 


pot Ma ee Ie: e. ar his 


rance, and direfted their Conduct before and 


at the Time of this aſtoniſhing Event; not- 
withſtanding any thing, the Examiner has 


offered from the Context) againſt it. And 


we may be the more inelined to this Opinion, 
if we attend ncarly to ſome Things, which 
make it probable. After the very exact De- 
> great Day, given by. Chriſt, 
of this Event was the Deri- - 
3 and Hope of the 


Friends of Chriſtianity: The Apoſtles every 
N where ſet themſelves to enquire into this Mat- - 
ter, it's Delay, its Approach, and to give 


Rules of Conduct agreeable to it: ab appears, 

not only from St. Peter, but St. Paul alſo, 
in too many Places, to admit or want a parti. 
cular Mention. God ſet in the Church of 
And theſe alſo enquired and ſearched 
into theſe Things, the great Subject of Inquiry 
and Concernmentin that Age. St. Peter there- 
ford wiltes * 9 and ſays, juſt 
5 before 


Promi he writes it, that they may be 


| "the Apoſtles of the Lord and Saviour 


1551 


beider the Mügtienl og the Scoffers at this 


mindful; of the Wards, ooken bene by the 
| holy and of the Commandment of 


| viour: ſpeak- 
ing perhaps of Chriſtian Prophets, 'as; well 
a of Chriſtian Apoſtles, in the fame Sen- 
bably were 
iſtle, who 


tence. And of the fame Kind pro 
the Prophets of the former Ep 
ſearched» diligently, and propheſied of the 
Grace that ſhould come: ſearching what, or 
what manner of Time, the Spirit of Chriſt 
which was in them did fignify, when it te- 
ſtiſed beforehand the Sufferings of Chriſt, 
and the Glory that ſhould follow: Unto 
whom it was revealed, that not unte ther- 
ſelves, but unto us they did miniſter theſe 
Thinge, Kc. All this may lead us to think, 
that the more ſure Word of Prophecy in the 
Text may be Chriſtian Prophecy, particularly 
that of J=svs, and may be compared here, 
not only with the Transfiguration, but an- 
tient general Prophecy in this Affair: and 
then the Text will fay, Vou have a Word of 
Prophecy for this Point, more ſure thanany late 
ntation, or former Prediction: or abſo- 
lutely thus Vou 3 e 
Ne e of Prophecy. EY 
G 3 It 


Ti 
* 


_ 16 3 ſubſoins, as the 
Ground of his Regard 4 ee e ths 
Text; That uo Propbecy of the — wi is 

private Interpretation : | 
— am not in ald Time, by the Will of 
: but by Men of Gu Hulu, as then 
=> nud h the Holy Gb. Can it be 
imagined, the Apoſtle: denies the fame Di- 
rection ef the Spirit ta the Prophecies of 
Chriſt. and Chriſtians. in the new Teſta- 
ment, which be aſſerts to the Prophets of 
the old? He ſays in general, that noProphe- 
ey of the Scripture is of private Inſtigation, 
bar the Dictate of the unerring Spirit It was 
ſo of old; much mbre it is ſo how. The 
= 1 1 of the 
1 in authentic 5 50 Boobs: But many ſuch 
1 Scriptures with their Prophecies, beſides tho 
8 Fewiſh Books, were received arid; allowed 
8 among Chriſtians, and ſeveral Yeats before 
the Time of this Epiſtle.” Three of the four 
Goſpels, and moſt, if not all St. PazP's Epiſe 
tles, were publiſhed, received, and read. 
The Author afferts indeed, That it is 4 
Point allowed and indiſputable, that herr- 
ever the Writers of the new Teſtament ſpeak 
tt of the Scripture Ee or af the Pro- 
: ** phecicy 


. 4 eng 993 
We 


17 J 


Seciptare, they muſt, be un- 
y of the old Teſta- 


2 Phocies of tho 

<<: denſtood to ſpeak 
< ment, and the Prophecies therein recard- 
« od,” 


anl. 
Bat he has bert hazarded a much 
more erude | Reflettion,. than that he falſely 
imputed to his Lordſhip; ſince it certainly 


| Rands confuted by St. Peter himſelf in this 


very Epiſtle: where calling in the Authority 
of tt; Bare Epifls in Support of the Point 
| he was upon, he adds, in which Epiſtles are 
ſome Things hard to be underſtood, which 
they, that are unlearned and unſtable, wreſt, 
as they do alſo tbe other Scriptures, unto 
their own Deſtruction. The other Scriptures 
is a relative Phraſe, and cannot have Place, 
without allowing St. W to be 


e axle." . 


But whether the Word of Prophecy in the 
Text is Feuiſb, of Chriſtian, or both; it is, 

in Proof of the fingle Point propoſed, juſtly - 
preferred to the Tranſaction on the Mount, 
which, however awakening, or convincing, to 
the Eye witneſſes of the Majeſty of their Maſe 
ter, was but a Repreſentation or Beginning 
of the future Event ſignified and adumbrated 
by it, and therefore not ſo fure a Guide, at 
WN as thoſe clear an nen. 
G 4 tial 


| 8 


* 


Hands, Such 5 n 
Time and Tokens of this Event; was with- 
out Ambiguity or Poſſibility of Miſtake: It 


Was a Light ſhining on this dark, and then 


unpromiſing Expectation, ſufficient to diſpel 


their preſent Gloom of Fears and Diſtreſſes, 
and to guide them ſafely, if duly attended to, 
till it brightened into perfect Day by the hap- 


py Accompliſhment; until that great Day of 


the Lord dawned, and the Day-Star, the 
immediate Forerunner of it, aroſe in their 
Hearts, and they ſaw with their Eyes, and 
underſtood with their Hearts, the Promiſe 
made good in its full Glory, and followed 
with all its happy Conſequences of a new 
Heaven and a new Earth, wherein * 
Righteouſneſs, 


| Unbappy then is the Choice of this Text 
of St. Peter, to ſet up antient Prophecy in 
Oppoſition to the Goſpel Evidence of the 
Miſſion of Jzsvs, with which it evidently had 
nothing to do: And much more unhappy 
ſtill is the Choice, if, as the learned Au- 
| thor of the Diſcourſes has very judiciouſly 
obſerved, and I have endeavoured to prove, 
the Prophecy, here intended, is probably 

1 * the 


\ 


3 [DIP 4 
f Goſpel Erik. 


As to the general s of thi compa- 
rative Evidence of Prophecy and Miracles, 
for the Truth of Chriſtianity; I cannot help 
obſerving in the firſt Place, that Compari- 
ſons, as they ſay, are odious, and I heartily 
wiſh, there had been no Occaſion given for 
them, in the Point before us, by the Ene- 
mies to the Evidence of both. God has 
providentially and kindly given us the Aſſur- 
_ ance of our moſt concerning Intereſt in his 
Son, by the united Voice of the et 
and Hiftorical Scripture, that no Ignorance, 
unleſs affected, might be pleaded, no uncho- 
ſen Prejudice be unſurmounted; that thoſe 
ho had Eyes to ſee, might ſee, and thoſe 
who had Ears to hear, might hear, and all 
who would be converted, might live. God, 
who at ſundry Times, and in divers Man- 
ners, ſpake in Time paſt unto the Fathers by 
the Prophets, hath in theſe laſt Days ſpoken 
unto us by his Son, Jzsus of Nazareth, a 
Man, as St. Peter ſpeaks to the Fews, ap- 
proved of God among them, by Miracles 
and Wonders and Signs, - which God did 
by him in the midſt of them: What there- 


I ſee no Method: of 
thelefs, though we ſeparate this kindred Evi- 


bee] 


| — and joined together, ”Y 
Man ſhould put aſundera- 17 (ay ls 5 


Dut-if the Aviv of Ihe Enemies of Chri- 


tiavity will force-ms upon the Compariſon, 
declining it. Never- 


dence; into Parts, as we do large Objects for 
more diſtinct; Viſion; they will - foon unite 
again, and be exte: beautiful Whole, for 
all, Prophecy ee S 
Kin, have the fame Parent, and the Likenels 
ix Feature of fuch Offspring. In a Word, 
Prophecy is only a Species of Miracle, pro- 
perly ſo called. + For what is Miracle, but 
Atwibute? And is not the Exertion of 
Knowledge too wonderful for us, which we 
cannot attain unto, a Miracle, as well as the 
Exertion of divine Power, in raiſing the 
Diſpute then is between Miracle and Mira- 
cle ; and that, only with Relation to our Ca- 
pacity and Apprehenſion of their Force and 
Evidence: For otherwiſe, it would be the 
filly, the mpioas Attempt, of fetting one 
ny (rs of Gad ia Competition with anos 

ther, 


0 9 3. * M's 
bis. Knowledge 1 . l 

ther, Din, er n 
E A * ren os Se ned, a | 
2 3 wick 
after : er geuch; the * 1h. 
I e . 
ER it . equally Conviction 
* day per by 
2 Fe. - 
grees, - * | aſel#-in- others; 6 t, mp 
oully. to cheat and N re 
= 5 = The 

ed upon to | 
3 — — 
long; Tina. after, not 8 
Prophet ee PO Oe being 
of his own of Jevvs; Spirit of : 
— — Chriſt 
25. 
= py op Wann 
dying 2 ſpoken at of 
* 


Time, 


the Prediction and the A 


= 
" at for! 0 Uſe of — 
ed it: Prophecy is perhaps ambiguous and 
not well underſtood in this or that Paſſage, 
but is convincing and unanſwerable upon the 
whole. The Diſtanee betueeen the Time of 


which-creates the Wonder of amy Frophery, 
| and the greater Diſtance the Wen- 
der . makes ſome 1 in appre- 


hange of Language and 
toms; 2 leser they arifs Doabte unt Mi. 


takes, Cavil and Diſpute, about this or that 
Prediction, its literal Meaning, its prophetic 
| Intention. The Revelation of à Fact, either 
immediately done, or going to be ſo, is as 
convineing, as any other Kind of Miracle, No 

ſooner had Iss anſwered Nathanael s Queſ- 
tion, how he knew him and his Character, 
ere he ſaw him, with Before tbat Philip 
called thee, when thou waſt yet under the Fig- 
tree, I ſaw thee—than the true Jſrachte, 
ſtruck with Amazement at a Knowledge too | 
wonderful for Man, cries out, Thow art the 
Son of Gad, Thou art the King of Iſrael. 


The Inferiority then of Prophecy, in Point 
Gn | | | of 


ROM. |. 
of "Evideijce,” to Miracle 
does not lie" in the Nature of the T 


properly ſo eld, 


dat ile Difference of Conveyance; and of the 
'Maniter' of ipptcheriding. The latter gives 
immediate ſenſible Proof; the former requires 
Time and Leiſure, to and under - 
fund it: The one demands only the right 
'Uſe of the Senſes, whole Evidence none cn 
deny, -withour” running intd the wretched . 
Sobpeichfn ef denying alk Proef of che E- 
.Rence' of the World, and df Hith Wh 
ane e; M cher ir cher Poitier” criti- 
at Skill Letters, Uiliget'Search' : and Co- 
dn of Places. A heme indeed con- 


binde —— the ur- 
9 — right "Conſe- 
quence from it, Hinded'with Rage, | Malice, 
bekeid a? boififrous Wind bwl flent ab 
Mountains of Billows ſubſide into a 
Calm, in an Inſtant, at a Command; © er the 
_ of four Days riſe and walk, at a 
ding; but he muſt ſay with the Dips 
jr Pope Man is this? And'with' the 
Rulers,” on another Occaſion,” chat a notable 
Miracle hath been done, we cannot deny. 
dur let the Author of theſe Wonders * 


1 


=_ 


e, in S eee dag chan: 
Len, or a more obdurate, cavilimg and bla 
phemous Creaturę, a modern Inſidel ?, nd 
with how great Froptiety does he propoſe, 
2 but a comprahenfiye Conſide- 
| of the Relation, Connection, Extent 
—— ahibe (Prophecies, 88 an, Argu- 
ment, proper to diſamm this Reaſoner of all 

His linie Cavils, Chicane, and Banterf and 
make, if not him, at, Ienſt che wopreju- 
dierd,/Pirt, of Mankind cry: qut wich the 
alm How dear are thy Counſels to me, 
Lord How:gneat is the Sum of them! 

= 20 7 oni Sich vols to zun sgl 

I am aſked ; If the Bvidence of an- 
Bene Praphgey is any Way inferior to that af 
Miracle, in Point of Conyiion and Plain- - 
nels, why J= sus, and his Apoſtles after him, 

contnually. urge it in their, Diſputes. with the 
Jaws. The Anſwer is Obvionst The Jews 
* n demand che one Evidence, 800 


181. 
Well is dhe other; that of Miracles tb prove 
| his Miffion as d Prophet; that of Prophecy, 
0 prove his being that particular Prophet, 
their Scriptures taught them to look for and 


expect. Our Saviour then, among theſe Peo- 


| ple,-0n-all-proper Ocoafions, appeals to their 


Prophets in general, as unconteſted Wityefles 
f his Perſon,” Character, and Works. He 
appeals much more frequently to his Works, 
and demands Admiſſion upon their fingle E- 
vidence, and ſays, if ye will not believe my 
Word, believe me for my Works Sake. The 
- Apoſtles wead in the Stops of their Maſter ; | | 
| tures, they reaſon wen Arg them, declaring, 
Scriptures had before faid : —— 
ing the Correſpondence of the Life and Death 
2 Lord to theſe ic Accounts; 
ſometimes preſenting him agb 4 Perſon, ap- 
proved of God, by Miracles, Wonders, and 
Signs. To the Atbenians, and the reſt of 
the 'Gentile World, St. Paul ſpeaks" not a 
Vyllable of the Argument from the Fewiſh 
| prophetic Writings; but argues againſt Tdo- 
latry from the Topics of natural Reaſon, and 
 exhorts to Repentance from the Authority of 


That * who proved his heavenly Miſ- 


ſion, 


S —B ; 


c lee te he Bibs 
5 rection. Upon che hole, there cannot, in 
the Nature of the Thing, be an Argument, 


fo-plain, fo ſtrong, ſo little liable to Ambi- 
guity and Contradiction, a8 Miracles. This 
accordingly was the Credential granted to the 
Prophets themſelves, before and after Chriſt. 
in Order to obtain immediate Credit, and 
was the Foundation of that — 
eee 


But che Mee 34 that Chriſt hin 
elf has previouſly determined this Point fully 


in Favour of Prophecy. I am ſurprized, and 
liſten with Reverence and Silence, to hear 


Where he has done this: It is, it ſeems, in the 


Parable of Dives and Lazarus:: I recover, and 


ſmile. The rich Man, in Hell, ſeeing Lazarus 


in Abrebam's Boſom, requeſts he would ſend 
him with a Drop of Water to cool his Tongue: 
but being told, that was neither proper, nor 
poſſible, he next extends his Care to his ſur- 

viving Brethren; and therefore was not the 


worſt rich Man, we may have ſeen in the 


World. Accordingly, the next Petition he 
puts up is, that Lazarus might be ſent to 
warn his Relations, leſt they alſo, perhaps 
led by his Example of living too, ſhould 
„5 


9 


dome into ahi Place of Torment.  Abrabam, 
anſwers, they have Maſes and the Prophets; 
let them hear them, Dives urges, and ſays, 
nay, Father . Abraham, but if One went to 
them from the dead, they will repent; And 
he faid unto him, if they hear not Moſes and 
the Prophets, neither will they be perſuaded, 
though one roſe from the dead. The Ex- 
aminer's Comment on this Paſſage is the 
moſt extraordi one, T ever met with; 
and 1 propoſe 1 it, as an Inſtance of his Skill, 
or Deſign, in the Interpretation of Scripture. 
He fays, our Saviour here clearly intimates, 
that the Word of Prophecy, as delivered in 
the Old Teſtament, carried with it a firmer 
Proof of the Truth of his Goſpel to the Jews, 
than even the greateſt of all his Miracles. 
Behold the Inverſion of all Argument, the 
Deſtruction of common Senſe! The Point 
here is not the Miſſion of Jeſus, but bring- 
ing wicked Jeu to Repentance for their 
looſe and riotous Lives: And in all Conſtruc- 
tion, the Language and Reaſoning of the Text 
is the very Reverſe of that, which is, fo art- 
fully, ſhall I ay? or heedleſsly put upon it. 
Dives apprehends, a Monitor from the dead 
might prevail, 
phets had not: he petitions for the awakening 


where Moſes and the Pro- 
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Evidence of this Miracle, ds the 1 wa ; 
ſtrongeſt, not without Hopes, it mig hit he | 
more ſucceſsful with his Brethren, - n the 
ordinary Means propoſed by Moſes. Mo ſer” : 


N indeed tells him, he was miſtaken; not in 
the Sup 


periority of the Evidence requeſted, bat 
in the Succeſs of it; The Fault was nol in 
the Evidence, but in the Men, who, uncon-' 
verted under ordinary Means of Grace, would 

continue ſo under any that could be given: If 


they hear not Moſes hg the N neither 


will they be perſuaded, though this ſtrongeſt 
Evidence was vouchſafed them, though one 
roſe from the dead. This is exactly agreeable | 
to the Dealings of Gad with Men, who far- 
niſhes the Willing and Believing with ſufficient 
Means to convert and fave them; but does not 
force Conviction, where thoſe Means are 
lighted and refuſed: gives to him, who uſeth 
what he hath, and takes from him, who does 
otherwiſe: does not many mighty Works in 
this or that Region,. becauſe of their unreaſon- 
able Unbelief, under for mer Favours. | 


Since this Ae bis bi 0 ether? in 
the Choice of a Text, which directly makes 
againſt him; let me try my Luck. bot. 


Choice of another, which, I hope, will 


| 5 bal the Bades of dis Contronerly... C 
I had not done among them, ſays Chriſt, the 
| Works, which none other Man did ,they hadnof 
lad Sin. What? Had they had no Sin, or com- 
paritivelyr none, if they had neglected this ſupe- 
rior Evidence of Moſes and the Prophets? Is 
their Sin ſo far increaſed, as to be pronounced 
entirely made, by their Neglect of an inferior 
Evidence, that of Miracles and mighty 
Works? No; it is contradictory, it is impoſe 
ible. Theſe mighty Works, which none 
other Man did, were the ſtrongeſt Creden- 
tials, Heaven could give to the great Reform- 
er- of the World, the laſt Effort of divine 
Mercy, to recover a loſt Species: And there- 
fore God, who hitherto winked at the Diſor- 
ders in the Times of Ignorance, and 3 
leſs. perfect and enlightened Diſpenſations 
now commanded Men every where to abi 
The Reſiſtance of the Fews to the Evidence 
of theſe mighty Works, done amongſt them, 
was their great Sin: And the blaſphemous 
Imputation of them to a wrong Agency, was 
reſiſting the Holy Ghoſt, and that particular 
\ Sin againſt him, which with Difficulty, if at 
all, admits of Forgiveneſs, and was, and is the 
Cauſe of their utter Obduration, Deſtruction, 
and HASTE to this Day, 4 
H 2. I muſt 
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"I av not E this Author, without 
obſerving upon the profane Touches and mo- 
diſh His which ſparkle to catch the Eye, 
all through his Pamphlet. There is indeed 
no Reſpect of Perſons in it; and the ſame Li- 
berty is taken with the moſt ſacred, as with 
the woll honourable Characters. The Hiſ. 
-tory of Moſes, before his own Time, is no- 
thing but Fable, Fancy and Invention. The 
Temptation of Chriſt by the Devil, has it $ 
Difficulties, and is perhaps no more than a 
Viſion; which may ſoon come down to an 
idle Dream, a Nothing. In vain the Apoſ- 
tle declares himſelf Eye-witneſs of Chriſt's 
Majeſty at his Inveſtiture in the Mount, and 
Hearer of the Voice from above, direct. 
Attention to him, as the beloved Son of God: 
In vain has the Evangeliſt related all the Cir- 
cumſtances of this Appearance in Glory, nam- 
ed the Perſons converſing, and the Subject of 
1 the Converſation: The whole Tranſaction 
* might be no more, than a Rabbinical Re- 
verie: The Apoſtle might be aſleep, or in 

ſuch a Fright, that he knew not what he ſaid: 

Or he might take it for a common Bath- Kol, and 

ſo pay no great Attention to it: His Aſſur- 
* ance in this Affair does not appear very 

great; ſince after as the Conviction, which 

„% he 


"Tory 


ds kinaſelfhad received from it, we know, 
« that His Faith was ſtill ſo infirm, as to be- 
1 tray him into a ſhameful Denial of his 
* Maſter,” whom he had ſeen ſo. wonder- 

1 fully glorified: Which ſhameful Denial 
however reflects on Prophecy, as much as on 
this wonderful Appearance; ſince the Denier 
of his Lord had the Evidence of both, aud 


en him. 
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ww taken for Bath-Kol? The Author. is re- 


| ſolved to be merry, though at the Expence 


of his own Obſervation in a preceding Note, 


that the Bath-Kol was accompanied always 
. with Thunder : but not a Word is there here 
of Thunder in all the Evangelical Account. 
I mention the Obſervation, to expoſe the 
Self- contradiction of the Examiner, not for 
the Truth of the Obſervation itſelf, which is 
far from being the Caſe. The Bath-Kol was 
a ſilly Art of Divination among the later 


Fews, and ſeldom, if at all, 


accompanied 


with Thunder: As appears from the Sample 
of this Sort of Gueſswork, from many others 
of the ſame Kind in the Talmud, given us by 
one of the learned Deans appealed to. A Rabbi 
wants to know, whether his diſtant Friend Sa- 


"id 


muel 
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he hears a School-boy read out of the Bible this 
Paſſage—and Samuel died—and thence. con- 
cludes his Friend is dead, and gives over farther- 
Search. This, it muſt be confeſſed, isextremely. 
xe the Tranſaction on the Mount: However, 
it it is not, Wa e . r | 
veſtie, and burleſque it. 

And here I cannot help N that 
the Author diſcovers, all through this Piece, 
leſs Reſerve and Caution, and more Haſte and 
Anger, than in any other of his Works, 
which 1 have ſeen. He ſeems to have drop- 
ped the Character of the Philoſopher, — 
Loſs of his Temper ;. and that of the Gen- 
tleman, by his Neglect of Manners. There 
is a Civility, a Decency, which ſhould po- 
liſh all our Convetſation with Men of Di- 
ſtinction, and ſoften, at leaſt, the Language of 
our Diſputes with them, Nonſenſe and flim- 
fy Stuff, are but coarſe Words to be thrown 
in the Face of a Perſon of Dignity ; more 
ſo, where great Abilities give a Luſtre to the 
Station; and ſeem but a ſmall Refinement on 
the Dialect of the Britiſh Fiſhery. 


But whatever of this Kind our Ty 
already done, he breathes out Threatenings of 
E e 
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talks of future Examinations 1 
his Lordſhip's Diſcourſes and learned D 

tations, | in which as little Ceremony may be 
erpected, as in this, I verily believe, that his 
Lordſhip, who has experienced the impotent 
Outrage of this firſt Attack, will ſee no Occa- 
ſion to be apprehenſive of à ſecond; unleſs 
mus Author is ſo far the Reverſe of the Gallic 
Character, ut primus impetus fit minor, qu 
Hue, fundus, plu quam wirorun. my 


8 
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Por my: ak Iver, ram ices. concemed 
{os the Promiſe, or ; I know not 
which to call it; of a Defence of Chriſtian Pro- 
pheey on a new Plan; than for any Succeſs he 
may flatter himſelf with, againſt this, or any 
other worthy Advocates of our Religion. An 
open Enemy puts one upon one's Guard; but 
a treacherous Friend ſtrikes with more Eaſe 
the Boſom, which receives him. However this 
may be, the = World is bid to at an 
1 Occafion hereafter of more Leiſure, the Sur 
* of an Enquiry, originally drawn up, when 
* this Queſtion of Prophecy was warmly'con- 
e troverted, and many Objections raiſed to the 
a Diſadvantage of the | Chriſtian Cauſe: In 
" « which Eoquir, inſtead of contriving any 
2 evalive 
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clude the Force of ſuch Objections, he pro= 


« ject itſelf, when fairly ſtated, will ſupply, 


te and to embrace that Opinion, which the B+: | 
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4 poſes, to the Shame and Confufion of as ; 
e dent before him, to examine ſeriouſly and 
« impartially, what Solution of them —— Sub- 


* vidence of allowed Facts will naturally ſug-:* + 
e peſt,” But notwithſtanding all this Can- 


dour, Seriouſneſs, Impartiality, and Ingenuity, 
which are the Glory of this, and the Want of 
which is the Reproach of other Writers; I 
dare ſay, the Friends of our Religion would 


very willingly excuſe him the Trouble of this 


new and elaborate Work, in her Vindication. - - 


Chriſtianity and its Well-wiſhers, if perſo- 
nated and allowed to ſpeak, would uſe the 
Words, which Cicero makes Sicily and her 
injured Inhabitants ſay to a Perſon, who, un- 


deſired, thruſt himſelf into the Office of de- 


fending that Province, in order to betray it. 
Sine nos per eum noſtras fortunas defendere, 

cujus fides eft nobis cognita. In aliena cauſa 
Ioquere ? Eos defendes, 


os efſe malunt? 


ut Je ab omnibus deſer- 


